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January, February & March is Hamfest time in Florida. Ft. Myers, Miami, 
Sarasota, Citrus County! All report good to excellent attendance’ Here is 
snap of Sky High ARC Hamfest this month. (Photo by KB4ZUG.) 


F.R.C. COORDINATORS CORNER 
By Adam Wantuck, WA4QQR 

The past couple of months have been busy for the Florida 
Council. In December the FRC resolved the interference problem 
between a repeater station in Panama City, Florida and Alabama. 
The effort from the Georgia and Alabama coordinator came to- 
gether and was successful in finding a pair in the two-meter band 
that won’t create any co-channel problems between the three 
states. 

The FRC has been backed-logged and as of the eighth of 
February most of the coordination requests have been processed 
and mailed out to the appropriate parties. 

ARRL Headquarters was happy with the return of the master 
printout of the repeater directory. The directory was mailed about 
two weeks after the new year with most of the changes that were in 
the FRC ‘‘change file.”’ 

If the information in the directory is not correct, please notify 
the FRC Coordinator, so we can correct the matter in our records 

(Continued on page 24) 


COMING EVENTS 


Ft. Walton Beach Swapfest Mar. 18 & 19 
Orlando Hamcation, Apr. 7,8 & 9th 


Any Others? See ads for details. Thanks 
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BOOTLEGGER EXPOSED AFTER FOUR YEARS 

A bogus amateur radio operation was uncovered in Northern 
Florida last November that had some bizarre twists. Involved was 
a ham who had served with distinction as Net Manager of the 
Northern Florida Phone Net and who had served as net control 
station on several other traffic and social nets. He was Vice Presi- 
dent of a QCWA chapter and popular among the local hams in the 
De Leon Springs area. 

The operation began about four years ago when the legitimate 
holder of WA4HUZ, Lewis Dickson, apparently lived in De Leon 
Springs. He either sold his home or it was rented by another person 
with Lewis Dickson moving to Georgia. It seems the subsequent 
tenant of the De Leon Springs residence found a copy of Dickson’s 
license which had been left behind. 

Apparently thinking that Dickson had lost interest in ham radio, 
the new resident took over the license. The bogus operator, whose 


- real name is still not known, assumed the identity of Lew on the air 


and used the signature of I.L. Dickson. It was a good cover. The 
callbook listed WA4HUZ as Lew in De Leon Springs. 

A complication occurred when the real license-holder changed 
the station location on file with the FCC in 1984. The new callbooks 
showed WA4HUZ in Georgia. Not to be dissuaded, I.L. Dickson ap- 
plied to the FCC to change the address back to De Leon Springs and 
to modify the name on the license from Lewis Dickson to I.L. Dick- 
son. The FCC granted the change. 

Not happy with a good cover, the bogus Dickson then asked the 
FCC to issue an AA4 Extra Class Call to go with the grade of license 
he had ‘‘inherited.’’ The FCC changed WA4HUZ to AA4QC. 

Somehow, Lewis Dickson in Georgia discovered his new callsign 
(which he did not apply for) and began using it. 

In the summer of 1988, the legitimate AA4QC was traveling in 
Western Florida where a member of a state net heard the familiar 
call with a strange voice. The net operator asked the traveler to call 
on the phone and a lengthy discussion followed. 

Lewis Dickson then reported the incident to the FCC. The in- 
vestigation continued slowly and just before Thanksgiving the 
commission sent a letter to I.L. Dickson in De Leon Springs citing 
him for violation of the following statutes: 18 USC 1001 (prohibits 
false statements to a federal agency) and 18 USC 1341 (which 
prohibits mail fraud). It threatened to turn the matter over to the 
Department of Justice for criminal prosecution. 

Evidence is that I.L. Dickson pulled up stakes just before the 
notice arrived and left De Leon Springs fast. He was last heard 
operating mobile en route to Daytona. 

Members of the Florida nets were stunned when messages went 
to net control stations and net officers to remove AA4QC from the 
rolls. Most thought very highly of him and praised his operating 
techniques. Along with the apparently bonafide callbook listing, it 
was difficult to realize that ‘‘Lew”’ was a phony. 

(Balanced Modulator — NOFARS — N4UF ) 


F.C.C. INSTALLS CALL 
SEQUENCER AT GETTYSBURG 

The FCC has installed a call sequencer at the Private Radio 
Bureau, Licensing Division, in the Consumer Assistance Branch at 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 

The sequencer streamlines the incoming call flow by answering 
calls and placing them in a queue. The stystem is designed to 
eliminate busy signals, long ring times and unanswered calls. It is 
also programmed for off-hours answering. The FCC phone number 
in Gettysburg is (717) 337-1212. (The ARRL Letter) 


ARMENIAN COMMUNICATIONS WRAP-UP — PAGE 6 
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Dear Andy: 
In any disaster of the magnitude of the Armenian earthquake, there is bound to be a 
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SILENT KEYS 


We are deeply sorry to report the passing of the following 
Amateur Radio Operators. If you know of any in your area, 
kindly let SKIP know. Tks. AC 


N4SBU Robert Gamber Coconut Creek 
K4JRY Fred Cherepow Orlando 

Fort Myers 
Fort Myers 


K4KFK Albert Bertolisi 
K3GL John Aline ort N 
KI4HM ex CO2NR Luis Avila Miami 


W4DUK George V. Ruos (91) 
K4DPY Thomas Brawley Cape Coral 
K4GV V. E. Hollinsworth Naples 


NEW 440 MHZ REPEATER MAP 

After much delay and hard work, Florida Skip now has a 
440 MHz MAP listing all Repeaters in Florida! The map 
editor, Harlin Cohn, W4UIM in Miami did a very nice job on 
this map. It is much like our 2 Meter Map except it is printed 
on light green paper. You will be amazed at the number of 440 
Repeaters Florida now has! I was! The price is the same as 
our 2 Meter Map, 25 cenis each with your self-addressed 
stamped envelope. (Don’t forget the stamp!) To: 440 Map, 
Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. (Note: The 2 and 440 Maps 
will goin one envelope for 22 cents postage. ) 


SIXTH EDITION 2 METER 
REPEATER MAP 


We are happy to announce the 6th Edition of our ; 
famous 2 Meter Map is off the press. Map editor Bill ; 
Tucker, W4F XE did his usual excellent job with 100 } 
percent updates. The map is 11 by 17 inches printed on } 


50 pound light yellow paper with black ink, making it 

easy to read. Each city has its own box containing 

repeater frequencies. Another list is along the left side 

making it wasy to see which city has what frequency. 

We are keeping the price down to 25 cents each plus 
s your self-addressed stamped envelope (SASE) to 
ami Springs, FL 33266. 


Ret PPP OI 
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Deer Field Beach 


great deal of confusion. Some of that confusion seems to have found its way into print in 
your February issue. Please permit me the opportunity to set at least a part of the record 
straight. 

The December 31st ARRL Letter item quoted in your front-page article could be 
considered premature only to the extent that the packet equipment was, at that time, on 
the air in Moscow rather than Armenia. Less than two weeks later, donated equipment 
was operating in Armenia and, according to TASS, was being used in the effort to reunite 
family members and other loved ones who had been separated since the earthquake. - 
American amateurs and the manufacturers who generously donated the equipment 
(AEA, Tandy and Yaesu USA) can deservedly take pride in that. QST readers can see the 
gear in action on page 57 of the March issue. 

We had, and still have, every reason to believe that Leonid Labutin — a distinguished 
radio amateur with a long list of achievements to his credit, who had visited the United 
States just three weeks before the earthquake and was well known to us — the 
proper authority from the Young Communist League for Relife Aid to Armenia not only to 
request the equipment that was sent to him by ARRL, but to determine where, when, and 
how it should be used. 

It is not for us, sitting several thousand miles away, to second-guess the decisions of 
those on the firing line. At the point thant Leonid acknowledged receipt, on December 
22nd, our job was done; several thousand dollars of donated equipment that had been 
entrusted to our care had been delivered as requested, and now it was up to him to 
arrange for its deployment. 

I’m sure the amateurs who you report as trying to track the equipment down had every 
good intention, but the answers to their questions were in Moscow, not here — and those 
questions have now been answered. 

It’s one of the best features of human nature that people want to be helpful in relieving 
suffering. But the first rule of disaster relief is, ‘Don’t make a bad situation worse by 
adding to the confusion.”’ 

Since the Soviet Union has tens of thousands of well-qualified amateurs of its own, 
ARRL was not asked to supply operators. Amateurs from West Germany, Washington 
and even Israel were permitted to accompany their own teams of relief workers into the 
stricken area of Armenia and to assit with their communications. 

There were others on the scene who helped, including broadcast personnel from the 
BBC and other networks. The horrors they saw, and the solidarity with the suffering 
people of Armenia that they experienced, will be with them for the rest of their lives. 

As radio amateurs, we can and should share in the pride of their accomplishments. 

But the lion’s share of the credit belongs to countless amateurs in the Soviet Union, 
most of whom are probably completely unknown outside their own country, who 
shouldered a heavy responsibility and did the job. 

The Central Radio Club of the USSR is named after Ernst T. Krenkel, RAEM, long- 
time president of the Radio Sports Federation of the USSR who died in 1971. Krenkel, a 
noted polar explorer and hero of the Soviet Union, was granted the.use of his ship’s call 
sign as his personal amateur call after the ship sank in 1934 and he spent two months ma- 
rooned on an ice floe in the middle of an Arctic winter, providing communications for the 
rescue of those on board. 

From our admittedly distant vantage point, it seems that the efforts of Soviet 
amateurs to aid Armenian relief were in the finest traditions of Ernst Krenkel. 

—73, 
Sincerely, 
David Summer, K1ZZ, Executive Vice President, ARRL 


Dear Andy: 

After enjoying Skip so many years, I’ve decided that I’d like to donate a subscription to 
my radio club. I believe that we would like to rerun some of the jokes and items of interest 
to spruce up our little news letter. 

Is this permissable if we give credit to Florida Skip and the author(s) involved for any 
article or joke used? 


73 
Glenn Tucker, WD4DAH 
230 Hammock Trail 
Lake Park, Georgia 31636 
P.S.: Here’s one of my favorites: ‘‘When man despoils a work of art, we call him 
a vandal, when he despoils a work of nature, we call him a developer.” 
Author unknown 


FLORIDA SKIP, ING. 
P.O. Box 501 
Miami Springs, Florida 33266 


Enclosed is $8.00 FOR 1 year subscription 
to FLORIDA SKIP. My mailing address is: 
Eo New: C1) Renewal 
My CORRECT address is: Call 
Name 
Address 
dity 


‘State 


Dear Andy: 
Enclosed is a copy of an article you asked to run a while back, but the author was 
— mine publishing it elsewhere. At this time, however, he has decided to release it 
cation. 
would also like to mention what a good job you’re doing with Florida Skip! It seems 

like you may have to expand the number of pages (24 in Februray issue), since each 
month you indicate a backlog! 

Anyway, I would also like to pass along the following: 

For nearly two years now, the Motorola Amateur Radio Club has been holding fox 
hunts on roughly a monthly basis. We use the club repeater frequencies, 146.79/19, for the 
te and they are open to all. The hunt begins from the “Free Flee” parking lot at 


. __ Announcements are made on the Southeast Florida Traffic Net as well as over the 
AL7IN Packet BBS. So, if anyone is interested in joining us, watch the BBS or tune in the 
net for the next hunt. 

By the way, you don’t have to be a ham to participate as a hunter, since no license is ' 
ae to receive, which makes this an ideal way to introduce someone new to the 


I can nearly always be reached on the MARC Repeater if anyone desires further in- 
formation. 

—73, 

Bruce Burke, WB4YUC 

Motorola Amateur Club, WA4LZR 

8000 West Sunrise Boulevard 

Dear Andy: Plantation, Florida 33322 


I observed in the last issue of Skip that there are a number of hamfests going on in 
Florida in the next few months. Most of us would like to attend as many of these as 
posaiule, I would like to make a suggestion to the clubs, etc., who sponsor these events. It 

this: 


I suggest to all sponsors of hamfests that with an admission ticket for the ham of the 
family, you let the XYL in free. 

This would solve many of the problems for the O.M. who wants to go to the hamfest. It 
would increase the attendance at most hamfests as many hams are reluctant to leave the 
XYL at home, or won’t leave her at home, so neither go (a pity). Or some of the XYL’s are 
reluctant to spend the money for a second admission ticket. 

This is an area that many of the club sponsors forget about. Perhaps, Florida Skip can 
put the bee in the bonnet. 


—73, 
Harry M. Neben, W9QB 
1151 Fairway Drive 
Dunedin, Florida 34698 
Editor’s Note: Harry, not a bad idea. Thanks. —73, 
AC. 
Dear Andy: 

Just a quick note to wish you and your family the best for the New Year and relate a 
recent experience I had that confirms my amazement of a the never-ending opportunities 
that the amateur radio network provides. 

Recently, after a bitter 2-1/2-year court battle with a car dealer in Delray Beach that 
ended in the loss of my home and left me in financial ruins I left South Florida for a 

‘summer job in Maine. 

._ As the fall set in, my old friend KB4JKL, Long Island, New York, whom I worked with 
back in the early ’80s at the Palm Beach Sheriff’s Office, invited me to attend the Boxbor- 
ough Hamfest (Northeast Division 1988 Convention). . 

While there we shared a ride from the hotel with Gordon West (WB6NOA) and Carol 
Perry (WB2MGP, Ham of the Year, 1987). It was through the interest of Gordon West that 
I was able to make contact with Mr. Bob Cushman and Glen Whitehouse (K1GW) at Cush 
Craft Antenna Corporation and secure a position as account executive of Cush Craft 
Amateur Dealers in the United States and Canada. 

Please keep up your good work and see you in Miami at the hamboree. =“ 

— Best 73, 

Edward Hammond 

347 Washington Street 
Dover, New Hampshire 03820 


Dear Andy: 
Congrats on a fine February issue. Like to.read how the traffic nets do it today, having 
been on the Spark Transcon’s eons ago. Your Florida State clubs get excellent coverage. 
Especially interesting to me is the QCWA news portion, being one of the few remaining 
charter members. QCWA invites all who have held a license 25 years or more to join us. 
You might send a copy of the Phonetic Alphabet to the author of Phoney Phonetics. I 
guess a few are still living in the days of C.B. a a 
—73, 
R.E. Baird, WINN 
P.O. Box 498 
Plovers, Wisconsin 54467 
Dear Andy: 
The Sky High Amateur Radio Club wants to thank you for the magazine subscriptions 
donated for prizes and the sample copies you supplied for our recent hamfest. Your 
to publicize this event and your generosity helped us to make the Ninth Annual Citrus 
County Hamfest the best ever! 

More than 1,000 hams from all over the State of Florida were made aware of your 
donation by a large sign that listed those that had donated prizes for the event. Again this 
year we sold out the auditorium and all outside space available. Over 100 vendors and 
dealers displayed their wares to an overflow crowd! 

During January 1990 we will sponsor the Tenth Annual Citrus County Hamfest and we 
hope the continued support of Florida Skip, Inc. will be available to help us again break 
records for our oganization! : 

Thanks again for your help! Sincerely, 

Richard Barrett, KK4NQ 
Publicity Director 


EX CALLS 
We are still publishing EX CALLS. Have you sent in your... 


AK4Y ex WILQV, K4HDK 

AB4HA ex KB4MGM 

KB4SPE ex N4PBF 

KA4VXL ex W4BQM, W6AGB, W2DJR 
AA4YS ex N4AIX, WD4RFN 

KJ4UW ex WN4RAX, WBSFPD, WB4YQP 


How about sending in yours with your next Hambar or Renewal. 


NO-CODE LICENSE BACK FOR MORE DISCUSSION 

A concentrated move is being made by manufacturers of ham 
equipment and products to bring back the proposal for a no-code 
amateur radio license in the United States. Citing the failure of 
novice enhancement to increase the total number of hams, a group 
called the National Amateur Radio Association is calling for a 
codeless license as the next step to attracting more hams. 

ARRL has appointed a six-member committee to explore the 
implications of a no-code license and make recommendations to the 
ARRL Board. Some see the move as a means by which manufac- 
turers can increase their market size and profits. Others predict 
the removal of the Morse Code requirement would not mean a large 
increase in the ranks and thus the dollarchasers might not realize 
their objective even if the code was removed. 

Would the next move be to remove the written test? 

Proponents of the codeless license say that the Morse 
requirement is outdated and the people just don’t want to learn it. 
Therefore, it must be removed..On the other hand, some view the 
code as a way of having an applicant prove his or her genuine in- 
tent. The five to 15 hours required to learn the code involves 
commitment and some see this commmitment as the main benefit. 

The FCC possibly might reintroduce a codeless license proposal 
despite its statement in 1983 that we would never again in our life- 
time see a no-code proposal. This was due to the huge uproar which 
developed from the commission’s earlier no-code move. 

(N4UF — NOFARS — TKS) 


HOW TO EXPLAIN IT 
By Dick Biow, AAR4PP/KA4AIZ 

Yeah, sure, you understand it all, but how do you tell KB4? How 
do you convince him that SWR is not poison, is not wasted power, ' 
does not burn out the house wiring or turn one’s teeth green? 

You know KB4?, don’t you? He’s the guy who’s been listening to 
all the SWR-BS being thrown back and forth on the low bands by 
four-letter-call-sign types who should know better. Try putting it to 
the kid this way: 


Assume a 1.9 to 1 SWR in the 75-meter band, for a reflected 
power of 10 percent. Assume a 100-watt transmitter, a decent an- 
tenna tuner, 100 feet of RG8U line, with an antenna at its other end. 
And — just for the moment — assume no line losses. 


Hokay: 100 watts goes up to the antenna. The antenna says, “‘We 
have a mismatch here! I’m only going to radiate 90 percent of this 
100 watts, and I’m reflecting the other 10 watts right back down the 
coax.” That 10 watts travels back only as far as the antenna tuner, 
which bounces them right back up again to the antenna in phase 
with the 100 watts being sent out by the transmitter, for a total of 
110 watts. 

So now we have 110 watts going up to the antenna, which says, 
““We have a mismatch here! I’m only going to radiate 90 percent of 
this 110 watts, and I’m reflecting 11 watts right back down the 
coax.’’ That’s 99 watts radiated power. Next bounc, it’s 99.9 watts, 
etc, etc; 


Remember the formula for the charging of a capacitor? You say 
you don’t? You say you haven’t had to think of it since you passed 
your FCC exam? Well . . . it’s a fair analogy and you get the idea. 
So will the guy you’re explaining all this to. 

‘Ahah, but what about line losses? Well, what about them: in the 
low bands? Look them up in your convenient, grossly-overpriced 
ARRL publication; they are so trivial they will make you giggle. 

One day you will meet a guy who says, “‘All that is nonsense. 
Watts don’t travel up or down a feedline. They don’t travel 
anywhere. It’s current that travels.’’ Confuse him as follows, and 
he’ll never nit-pick again: 


‘“‘Well, you’re technically right about watts but, if we’re going to 
be technical, then current doesn’t travel either. It’s charge that 
travels. And an antenna tuner isn’t really an antenna tuner; it’s an 
impedance matcher. And antennas never really say, ‘We have a 
mismatch here,’ do they? So why don’t you prepare a technically 
precise restatement of all this for next month’s meeting? Be sure to 
include the transistence of the diffractence!”’ 
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TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS — JANUARY 1989 


By WA4PFK and AA4HT 
1. W3CUL 2,829 11. WA4PFK 379 
2. W3VR 1,141 12. N4SUAV 288 
3. WA9VND < 978 13. W4NFK 282 
4. WD4II0 732 14. KB9LT 278 
5. WX4H 667 15. K4IA 267 
6. AL7IN 604 16. AB4EA 236 
7. W4HAW 564 17. WA4EIC 228 
8. K4SCL 406 18. K4ZK 225 
9. AAS4HT 396 19. N4SS 212 
10. WA4QXT 388 20. N4HAP 212 
TRAFFIC HOUNDS — JANUARY 1989 
By K4ZK 
NET QNI AVG. QTC AVG. SESSIONS MGR QTC/QNI 
QFN 1,026 16.5 923 14.9 62 KA4F ZI .89 
FMTN- 885 28.5 349 11.2 31 N4UF .39 
FPTN 1,558 50.2 329 10.6 31 WB4WYG 21 
TPTN 565 18.2 252 8.1 31 WB3AVZ 44 
SEFTN 1,057 34.1 240 7.7 31 KA4YHS 122 
SVTN 668 21.5 184 5.9 31 KB4LB 27 
FAST 651 105 175 2.8 62 WD4KBW .26 
GN 284 «9.2 152 4.9 31 N4ET 53 
FMSN 380 123 145 4.7 31 N4MML .38 
SWFTN 974 37.5 110 4.2 26 K4F QU Al 
FPON 481 155 80 2.6 31 WB4GCK 16 
QFNS 230) Ge ee. | 31 KC4FL 2 
SPARG.41817.26. 3.05 Olon dad 31 KA4CRS .07 
DEN 576 144.0 19 4.8 4 N40RZ .03 
PRVAN ©™ 6670 d.00 Ads 8 ie 9 WD4KBW 19 
AIN T01A3. 6 1S 4 WA4PFK .08 
BCEPN 124°248 6 1.2 5 KM4LP 0.04 
ENMC 94 OAS.G ii Ay 0-0 4 K4ZK 0.00 


TOTAL QTC: 3,109 © AVERAGE QTC/QNI: .25 


FLORIDA C.W. NETS 
By Ed, K4IA 

January stats for QFN were a pleasant surprise after expecting a big letdown. I should 
have known! 

QFN was well represented at the Ft. Myers Hamfest. I enjoyed meeting K2GQU and 
visiting with K4ZK, AA4HT, WA4PFK, K4IA, WC4D, WA4EIC, WD4AWN, N4KFU, N4ET, 
N4MML, WA4HDH, W1INJM, WD4KBW and WB2JCE. 

W4TAH had a fine presentation before lunch and K4ZK led a productive forum after. 
WA4HDH brought proofs of the History of QFN for an inspection as well as a prototype 
QFN badge featuring a silver key ona blue background with white lettering. 

QFN members there voted to include the forthcoming NTS logo and left arrangements 
to Doc and me. 

K2GQU mentioned the early releasing of stations not needed — on all nets. WINJM 
pointed out the ARRL’s suggestion of a 15-minute net duration. Others explained the 
demands on an NCS manipulating the heavy flow of traffic through a large QNI with 
stations on several frequencies in minimal time — often after an exhausting workday and 
under the pressure of pure panic. 

We’ve all QNXed a station early only to have QTC listed for him a minute later. I think 
QFN does very well, but it is an area to watch. 

While I hesitate to voice suggestions around old-timers, I’ll mention a couple items. We 
occasionally have doubling on QNI. While QSK is one solution, I found that sending DE 
and then a quick pause to check for others before sending my call and QTC worked well 
with VOX. Neither system works when a station is off frequency. Don’t forget to return 
“offset’’ to zero. 

Not having a perfect pitch, I listen to the NCS with my narrowest C.W. filter and can be 
sure I’m in the ballpark. 

Newcomers may not realize that the receiving station picks the hole in the QRM and 
calls the sending station — so look around. Please continue to avoid DOWN 8 as another 
net meets there and they try to avoid QRMing us. 

Let’s not let down our goal of getting messages through perfectly. A garbled address or 


(7 on | fata ok ee iong 9 ee I pn Sees 2 
| FLORIDA TRAFFIC NETS 1 
Local Time Net Name Frequency 
| 0700 Florida Phone Traffic Net (FPTN) 3940 || 
| 0830 Gator Net (GN) 3651 | 

1200 Florida Midday Traffic Net 7247 
| | 
1700 Tropical Phone Traffic Net (TPTN) 3940 
| 1730 Florida Medium Speed C.W. Net (FMSN) 3651 | 
i eur Si nd Traffic 
| 1800 Florida Amateur Sideband Traffic Net (FAST/E) 3940 | 
l 1830 Northern Florida Phone Net (NFPN) 3950 l 
1900 OFN ene All-Florida C.W. Net (early session) 3651 
2000 N —Slow-S Net (QFNS) 3715 
2200 QFN — The All-Florida C.W. Net (late session) 3651 
| 
1630 Florida Public Operations Net (FPON) 3908 
| 0900 —Sat. Florida Packeteers Net (FPN) 3978 | 
| 0800 —Sat. ARRL Information Net 3940 | 
| 0900 Florida Races Net 3990 | 
SUPPORT THE NET OF YOUR CHOICE 
| (Clip and Save) | 
a pe eee pn pea et, Sc ny Raya papi age eek eg ae a ee 
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Cef Hildreth AA4CH, President of the Everglades Radio Club in 
Homestead displays their AMATEUR RADIO WEEK Proclam- 
ation certificate presented to him by MayorDeMille last June. 


Photo via WA4JFA. 


message is as good as none at all. I believe QFN has a great track record in that area, but 
it takes constant effort to stay on top. 

When this is printed, Valentine’s Day will be past so, I’ll thank you in advance for the 
super job you always do. Congrats for a great month. 

Q.N.I. NOTABLES » 

Ten plus: AA4BN, WA4HDH, W4DFP, N4IWO, N4KFU, WINJM, W9WIB and KA4SIH. 

Twenty plus: NADY, W1KAM, W3TLV, N4SS, WV5Z and W4NFK. 

Thirty plus: AB4EA, WT4F, AA4HT and K4SCL. 

Forty plus: WX4H, K4IA, W4KIX and K4ZK. 

Fifty plus: WC4D, 58; W4DL, 58; WA4BIC, 50; KA4FZI, 54; KB9LT, 51; and WA4PFK, 


56. 
see te Florida stations include: N8GG, AA4ZV, KK4KT, W4DM, W4VZ, K4CP and 
; THE Q.F.N. “LINEUP” 


Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 
NCS_ IA/4H K4ZK WA4HDH K4SCL KA4FZI W4NFK WA4PFK 
4RN AA4BN K4SCL AA4HT W4NFK WX4H WX4H K4IA 
5RN LT/PFK WV5Z N4SS W4KIX K4ZK K4IA GYR/LT 
— 73/88 


; Miss Phil, KA4FZI, QFN Manager 

FMSN Reported by Alma, N4MML: The most pleasant experience in January was 
meeting friends at the Traffic Handlers’ Luncheon in Ft. Myers. Not only was it a fine 
time for friendly chit-chat, but many interesting subjects pertaining to traffic handling 
were discussed. 

The net is doing good with 30 stations checking in during January. Stations with 20 or 
more check-ins were: WC4D, AA4FG, WD4HHH, AA4HT, N4IWO, W1KAM, KB9LT, 
N4MML, KA4NXF, KA4SIH, WA9VND and WB4WYG. Other stations with high check-ins 
were: AA4BN and KJ40U. These, along with the other regulars make this a great net. 

Glad to have W1DRP, Paul from Largo come in one time. We hope you will make it a 
regular habit Paul. The same welcome is extended to W9WIB. Tony from Spring Hill and 
K4GMU, Dave from Deland, as well as to several of you who were able to join us once or 
twice during the month. 

My sinere appreciation to 0.B., WC4D who filled in for me during the difficult time 
when Don and I were in Cleveland because of the death of our little granddaughter. 
Thanks to you, O.B. and to all of you net regulars. 

I hope to see many of you at the Sarasota Hamfest. And please come join us on FMSN 
at 1730 local time on 3561. 

— 73/88 
Alma, N4MML, FMSN Manager 

Gator Net Notes from Don, N4ET: It is always nice to have newcomers check into 
Gator Net. This month we had W4DM, Dale in Sarasota and W9WIB, Tony in Spring Hill. 
Also had one QNI from Eric, AB4EA. He was a regular last year so hope he gets the habit 
again while down from Canada for the season. 

The XYL and I made an unexpected trip during the month. It was very reassuring to 
know the net would take care of itself for about a week as it did. 

A word about net procedure. We all know (or should know) that when stations are 
paired off and sent off frequency that it is the receiving station who calls the sending 
station after finding a clear spot near the frequency specified by the NCS. However, some 
of us are prone to get a little lax with this procedure. 

So what’s the big deal if we do it the other way around? None, really except it is the 
receiving station who must do the copying through the QRM so he should have the 
privilege of choosing the spot. 

Another reason is that often there are aspiring newcomers to the traffic world who are 
listening to the net and trying to learn how it is done before actually checking in. Imagine 
the confusion in trying to follow us if we don’t all do it the same way. 

On some mornings conditions have been kind of lousy on 80 meters. Mayb it is because 
of the unusually warm weather we have been having. If conditions warrant, the NCS has 
the option of moving the net to 7070 KHz. So, if it sounds kind of quiet on 3561 at 0830 local 
time, try finding us on 40 meters. See you there. i 

Don, N4ET, G.N. Manager 

I heard at 1955 local time February 5th on 4RN (3567 KHz) a QNI from KG4XO, Guan- 
tanamo Bay, Cuba, with QTC 71! These were Valentine’s Day messages from both Gitmo 
and anchored ships to ‘“‘everywhere.”’ They were taken unsorted into the National Traffic 
System via K4WJR and K4IWW. 


Ba, KalA 
FLORIDA TRAFFIC S.S.B NETS 
By Joe Scungio, N4KFU 
The SSB Nets reported very good activity for January and 
traffic continues at a pretty good clip. It was good to hear that some 


of our traffic handlers responded to last months request for NCS 
volunteers. N4QVT’s response was welcomed but Bill still needs 
more for Fast Net. 

Operating note to remember: follow the NCS’s instruction and 
listen before you transmit. 

— 73’s, Joe 

From Bill, WB4WYG, Net Manager of FPTN: And the beat goes 
on... check-ins for January exceeded 1,500. Twenty-two stations 
checked in at 100 percent and 16 at 80 percent. K4SEE, Forest was 
the 1,000th station and won the ‘“‘Golden Cookie Award.”’ 

Net Happenings 

W4WYR, Miss Evelyn, returned from ARRL Headquarters and 
brought answers asked by net members. Miami Hamboree has 
occupied her time so she temporarily asked to be relieved of NCS 
duties. W4SME, Doc, graciously filled in for her. Always great to 
have standby NCS’s. 

WB4ZVD was mobile and visited the Everglades. 

AA4ZV has returned to home-base in Winter Haven. 

A new net roster complete with names of members and XYL’s 
and our visiting travelers is being completed by WA4NBE, George 
and KA4AJR, Coy. This is an up-date of the one WN4IIV did in 85 
and when completed will be sent to members who request a copy. 

Hope to see some of you good folks at the Miami Hamboree — or 
if not stop in some morning at 7:00 a.m. on 3940 and say hello to the 
net. 

From Bill, WD4KBW, Net Manager Fast Net: Would like to 
announce the addition of two new NCS Stations. 

N4KFU, Joe, of Sarasota, and editor of this column, has 
volunteered to be Thursday late sessions NCS. Although many net 
regulars may be unfamiliar with Joe, they will quickly recognize he 
is not a new-comer to traffic or traffic nets, Usually he can be found 
on QFN and FPTN where he holds a regular NCS spot. 

The voice of Hobe Sound, N4QVT is our new Monday early NCS. 
Charlie has been a net regular for well over a year. He can also be 
heard on TPTN and NFPN among other places. 

Let’s all give these two stations a big welcome and let them 
know our appreciation for their selfless commitment. 

We are very close to completing the revitalization of our NCS 
structure, but there is still more work that must be done. The next 
task will be shoring-up our liaisons. 73’s Bill 


From Earl, K4FQU, Net Manger SWFTN: Started the New 
Year in grand style. My thanks to all of you that have come to my 
assistance and done such a good job. You make a net manager’s job, 
much easier. ‘ 

Attendance is still up however, the traffic count dipped some- 
what probably to post-holiday blues Hi. We certainly generated a 
lot though. 

Traffic is why we meet. Without it we could not stay in shape for 
those emergencies that arise from time to time. Designating one 
day a month as ‘“‘Traffic Day” has been a good idea and we can look 
forward to it as one of the last days of the month with yours truly as 
NCS. 

Get those monthly SAR’s in. It helps the Florida traffic count 
and gives us practice. There is no permanent Saturday NCS so we 
will use this day to train NCS stations. Encourage people to sign up 
for two weeks in a row as NCS. 

Blaine, WA4EIC reminded us that Februray 2nd was the 
SWFTN birthday . . . Eleven years ago the net began it’s long trek 
toward infamy . . . Happy birthday and many more tocome. .. 

— 73’s, Earl 
RECIPROCAL REMINDER 

This is a reminder that a r€cently-enacted FCC rule change 
provides that foreign amateurs operating in the United States with 
reciprocal permits must identify by sending the U.S. prefix first 
followed by the slant bar or ‘“‘slash’’ and their call sign (e.g., 
W1/4XILL). On phone it would be the words “‘slant’’ or “stroke.” 
This new FCC rule took effect July 18th. 

The exception is Canadian hams operating in the United States 
where, due to treaty constraints, station identification remains as it 
has been in the past: Canadian call sign followed by the U.S. prefix 
(e.g., VE2BE/WI). 

— The ARRL Letter, September 


“I WAS THERE” 
“Torpedoing of the Troop Transport Ship USS Chatham” 
By R.H. Watson, CWO-W2, USCG (Ret.) 


The USCGC Mojave, radio call NRUM, who was the Taskforce 
24 Cmdr., left Sydney, N.S., in the early morning of August 27, 
1942, enroute to Ivituk, Greenland. The USS Chatham was 
loaded with troops and civilian workers for construction being 
developed in Greenland. The USCGC Mojave was the forward 
part of the convoy with the remaining convoy sections to follow. 

As we were zig-zagging in the Belle Isle Straits, between 
Labrador and Newfoundland, the USS Chatham signaled (by 
light) questing permission to slow down and steer a straight 
course northward due to some troubles. Permission was granted. 
Our position at this time was just south of the north entrance in 
the Straits, just south and in sight of the Belle Island Marine 
Radio Station (call forgotten). 

At approximately 0730, as the USS Chatham slowed down, she 
was hit amidship by a torpedo. 

It was speculated that the submarine was to the east of us, 
raising his periscope, which made it impossible for us to see, as 
the sun was rising over the Newfoundland island, which obscured 
it from view. The USCGC Mojave was still zig-zagging when the 
USS Chatham was hit. Battle station alarm sounded. I went to 
the radio room, as it was my battle station, and in being in charge 
of the radio room, took the NR2 radio position. 

The skipper called down by voice tube and said, “Send anSOS” 
for the USS Chatham immediately. The operator in the NR1 
position was Hoyt Fuller, RM1C. He became so excited he 
couldn’t send the SOS, so I took over the No. 1 position and 
started sending the SOS. As I was doing this, the skipper called 
down by voice tube and said to change the SOS to XXX (the 
urgent signal), which I did. ; 

The Marine Radio Station on Belle Island called NRUM and 
said QSY to 700 meters and send “MOS” for DF bearings. I told 
him that I could see his antennas and suggested he look out his 
door. A few minutes later he came back and said “cancel the 
QSY.” 

The appalling thing about this sinking ship was that I was 
sitting in the radio room looking out the port door watching 
people jump over the side into the water. Some were hitting 
lifeboats, killing them, and others died because of the extremely 
cold water in that area. The USS Chatham went down very 
quickly, bow down, stern up. 

AsIran up the ladders to the radio room, I could hear torpedoes 
going alongside the USCGC Mojave, sounding like high-speed 
motorboats. By zig-zagging, we were lucky we were missed. 

We advised the rear part of the convoy to stay out of the Straits 
and not to proceed through Belle Isle as the submarine was still 
there. The US Navy tanker ignored our warning and had the bow 
blown off and bow lookouts were thrown into the water. 

The USCGC Mojave took a very big gamble, stopping “dead” 
in the water to pick up survivors. The first day we picked up 
approximately 285 persons and took them into Sydney and went 
back for more. They were scattered on both beaches and in the 
water for someone to pick them up. 73, W4DTV 


REWARDING LIFE 
Via NAMWG 
It is difficult — but rewarding. 

To believe when others are doubting. 
To work when others are dreaming. 
To care when others are neglecting. 

To give when others are grasping. 
To forgive when others are condemning. 
Tosmile when others are complaining. 

To praise when others are criticizing. 

To builds when others are destroying. 
Torisk when others are hesitating. 

To serve when others are demanding. 
To persist when others are quiting. 

— William Arthur Ward 
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SOVIETS APPROVE 
AMATEUR RADIO JOINT VENTURE 
By Bob Sherin, W4ASX, Miami 

When Chuck Sheffer, KJ4TY, returned to Apalachicola from 
Armenia at the beginning of the month, there was no fanfare. No 
ticker tape, no marching bands and no reporters greeted him. Shef- 
fer’s neighbor had already expressed a sentiment shared widely in 
this North Florida rural area: ‘‘Why do you want to go over there 
and help them?”’ The local newspaper, responding to coverage and 
pictures Sheffer supplied, declined to carry his story. 

Yet Sheffer had managed to accomplish what no one else in the 
amateur radio community had ever done. Representing the In- 
ternational Amateur Radio Network (IARN), he not only gained 
official recognition of IARN but painstakingly hammered out a 
joint venture with the Soviet government. 

Here are the highlights of the two written agreements — be- 
tween IARN and the Central Committee, Young Communist 
League; and between IARN and the Armenian Young Communist 
League: 

¢ A call for negotiations between IARN member countries 
and the USSR to conclude third-party (message handling) 
treaties. 

e Establishing an IARN communications office in 
Yerevan in conjunction with ‘“‘POISK,”’ a computer tracking 
system to locate some 100,000 displaced Armenians. 

¢ Recognition of UB5WE, Victor V. Goncharsky, as Soviet 
director of the IARN with full authority to coordinate ac- 
tivities. 

¢ Consideration of joint conferences, as well as exchanges 
of delegations, including Soviet participation at the Dayton 
Hamfest in May, 1989. 

¢ Continuation of cooperation, consultations, negotiations, 
exchanges of information and training for emergency 
communications. 


‘“‘POISK”’ Operations in Yerevan, Armenia. Left to right (sitting): 
Gevork, computer operator; Viktor, UB5WE; Chuck, KJ4TY; Kos- 
tja, guide/interpreter. Standing: Serges, RG6GBQ; Wen, UG6GG; 
Anatol, electronics technician; Almast, secretary; Grigori, 
“POISK”’ chief; Artur, ‘““POISK” director; Alex (Sahsha) Revkin, 
from the Young Communist League in Moscow; Tigran, computer 
technician. i s 


Why such smashing success? After all, a short time before, in 
December, Sheffer had been sent home empty-handed: from 
Moscow after only three days. Piecing together information, 
Florida Skip has reconstructed events. 

Our story starts with the go-ahead from the ad-hoc Commission 
for the Earthquake chaired by Mikhail Gorbachev. No sooner had 
the IARN initiative gotten underway than the Soviet Ministry of 
Telecommunications, deciding that Armenian communications 
was its province, exerted strong pressure on the Young Communist 
League to abort the IARN mission. The Americans were sent 
home; the equipment stayed. And unbeknownst to anyone outside, 
the ministry decided not to mail the third-party understanding that 
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had been drawn (Florida Skip cover story, January). 

Meanwhile, more equipment was shipped in by ARRL. Leonid 
Labutin, UA3CR, chief of communcations for the Young Com- 
munist League and the relief effort, took control of the gear. In a 
move he’d later come to regret, Labutin yielded to the Ministry of 
Telecommunications, keeping the equipment under wraps and 
denying to Soviet hams its very existence. 

By the end of December, truth found its way to the top of the 
Soviet government. Over a special information wire, Tass carried 
an American plea: ‘‘What’s going on here,’’ it read, “disappearing 
ARRL equipment, IARN equipment still tied up at Moscow airport 
for over a week . . . ? How can it be that three weeks have passed 
since the horrendous earthquake and we American hams, who care 
so much, can do solittle.’’ 

The Earthquake Commission wasted no time, ordering the 
equipment to the disaster area. Trouble was that IARN Manager 
Glen Baxter, by this time suspicious, was unwilling to permit 
movement of IARN equipment without allowing Sheffer back. Thus 
ensued Baxter’s tug-of-war with Alexander Revkin of the Young 
Communist League (Florida Skip cover story, last month), leading 
eventually to Sheffer’s stunning achievement. 

In Armenia, however, tempers were running high. Hams were 
not about to let diversion of equipment that they had sorely needed 
go unnoticed. So they boycotted the equipment and issued IARN a 
radiogram in which they placed responsibility squarely on Labu- 
tin’s shoulder’s. The Soviet government reacted by slapping Labu- 
tin with suspension of his ham license, an unfortunate chapter to a 
story with a happy ending. 

To all those who made this piece of history possible, we owe a 
debt of gratitude. Thanks IARN, the world is a better place because 


of you. 
Laight 1989 by Bob Sherin, W4ASX. Reproduction of this article only by written 
permission of author. 


U.S.A.F. M.A.R.S. 
By Guice W. Johnson, WA4LHO/AFA2SB 

How many times in your scholarly lives have you taken a test 
and never found out if you passed or failed? If it ever happened you 
were probably glad that at least no one told you that you failed. 

Well, like some of you, the Military Affiliate Radio System just 
participated in a test. USAF MARS, Army MARS and Navy/Ma- 
rine Corps MARS recently were involved in an Emergency Com- 
munications Exercise. This exercise bore the code name TRIEX 
ONE which leaves one to believe that there will be more of them in 
the future. 

TRIEX ONE was planned-to be a semi-no-notice test of the 
emergency communications capability of the Tri-services MARS 
and it worked out pretty much that way. There were those that 
thought that each and every participant should have a complete 
scenario of the events. Fortunately there were those that realized 


that you can’t test a system if everyone involved does everything 


according toa script. 

When all the reports are in and the information filtered maybe 
we will know how we did. We certainly will not know whether we 
passed or failed because that is not the reason for the exercise. We 
will find out what areas of our emergency operations need 
changing in order to perfect our overall emergency response. 

TRIEX ONE was a success because it will show us what we did 
right and we will be able to build on that for future emergency 
operations. 

All the participants, USAF MARS, Army MARS and Navy/Ma- 
rine Corps MARS, are to be congratulated for their performance. 


SPECIAL SALE 
Florida SKIP has some new back issues of the Sth Edition of 
FLORIDA TRAFFIC HANDLERS Routing Guides on hand, 
edited by Andy Clark, W4IYT. To clear out this Guide, we 
are selling them for $2.50 each plus 50 cent postage and hand- 
ling. The Traffic Guide contains everything the 6th edition 
has plus a centerfold map of Florida with city location chart. 
If you want 2 for $5.00 we will pay all postage & handling. 
FLORIDA SKIP° PO Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. 


JANUARY 4; 1983 
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A CURE WAS FOUND 
FOR THESE DISEACSGS : 


1. REFLECTED POWER-ITCH 
=. KNOB-ITUS i > 


5. SWITCH-CANKER 
G. SUPER TUNER-BLUES 
7. CROSS NEEDLE-EYES 


* 
THE CURE IS: 


AUTOMATIC ANTENNA MATCHER ©® 


FOR ALL S.S.B. RADIOS 


*~ ONE SHOT GUARANTEED TO LAST 
AT LEAST FIVE YEARS! 


en ee rhe EAL KK Ica eM OA ee ae 
MAXCOM, INC. BOX SO2, FT. LAUD., FL.33930e 
305-523-6369 


® MAXCONM is a registered trademark and is owned by Maxcom Electronics, Inc. 


THE BOTTOM LINE: “MAXCOM WORKS” 
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i. ~ Rew Trom deem 7 
7 1C-725 | 
: Dual VFO's 7 
| 1 Year Factory Warranty | 
7 simplified Controls 7 
7 Large LCD : 
i Compaef, Light Weight | 
| Direct Digital synthesizer | 

10hz ofep Tuning 7 
| Band Stacking Register | 
7 100 Watt Qufpuf 
é General Coverage Receive 7 


(305) 491-7110 ¥; 
Betts 


MIKE’S 
ELECTRONICS 


prbreattenghe ae 


Pa TRANSCEIVER 
seein nC 


AZDEN 


, FORESTRY 


‘MODELS: SORE! OOOH. (2S Wi4SW). a a ese nee: 
PCS-900 TOCM and C10 10 Meter PM Handheld CMOS AND ADVANCED SUB- 
ACE MOUNT TRCROR OGY. PROVIDE UNPRECEDENTED COMMERCIAL 
EDENTED WIDE REQUENCY COVERAGE: The PCS-G000 receives 118.00 
te 0 135.995 MHZ AM Aircraft/136-173.995 MHZ FM and transmits 140.100 10 159.000 
MHZ, Modifiable to ALL MARS and CAP frequencies (proof of authorization/license 
required) 
TENY SEZE: Only 2 inches high, 514 inches wide and’? inches deep!! Easily fits anywhere, 
even in the smallest car! 
20 CHANNEL MEMORY IN TWO BANKS PLUS 1 TEMPORARY CHANNEL (TM): 
‘Two memory banks, A and B have 10 memory channels each. The memories stare frequen- 
oy, shit width, offset information, and PL. tone frequency as programmed, An gstre memory 
channel that we coll Ti-temporary memory) is provided to allaw you to store any operating 
condition instantly again and 
UP TO 21 NONSTANDARD SPLITS: Program any split in any channel. 
VERSATILE SCANNING FUNCTIONS: Dust memory scan, programmable band scan- 
fing, hold scan and delay scan functions are provided, with selectable delay time. ALL 
tmemory charnels are tunable independently. 2 
PRIORITY CHANNEL MONITORING: Memory Channel BO(the first channel in memory 
bank B) is monitored every four seconds regardless of any operating condition. When a signal 
ig received, 2 beep is heard. 
DISCREIMINATOR CENTERING (AZDEN EXCLUSIVE PATENT): Always stops on 
PROGRAMMABLE FREQUENCY STEPS: fn memory, frequency steps can be set at 
SKHZ to 20KHZ in any increment. 
BUILT-IN PROGRAMMABLE TONE ENCODER: 57 different tones are built in for 
EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR: 
AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS 
48 Greensboro Highway, Watkinsville, Georgia 30677 


MANUFACTURER: 
JAPAN PIEZO CO., LTD. 


Telephone (404) 769-8706 


ak 


AT THE iene: TO NOAA WEATHER, AND TO 
AND MARINE FREQUENCIES 


instant programming of PL tones into memory channels and microcomputer. Tone frequen- 
cy can be entered independently in RX and TX. A tone decoder is available as an option 
LITHIUM BATTERY BACKUP; Memory information can be stored for up to 5 years 
even if power is removed. 

FREQUENCY REVERSE: Allows you to listen to repeater input frequency 
FEATHER-TOUCH TUNING CONTROL KEYBOARD: The LED backlighted light touch 
keyboard performs ali tuning operations simply by pushing the key(s) and key actuation 14 
audibly verified. 

LARGE LCD (LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY): The LCD dispiay shows the operating 
frequency, $/RF, memory channel in use and various other operating functions. The LCD 
is back-lighted by green LEDs, making it possible for you to read the display even in toial 
darkness. 

FULL 16 KEY TOUCHTONE PAD MICROPHONE: DTMF Microphone functions as 
anto-patch when transmitting. 

DIGITAL S/RF METER: Shows incoming signal strangth and relative transmitter power 
MICROPHONE CONTROLS: Up/Down memory and frequency control 

TRUE FM, NOT PHASE MODULATION: Unsurpassed intelligibility and audio fidelity 
HighiLow Power: 25W/43W or SW/IOW (6000/6000H). Output-Fully adjustable 
SUPERIOR RECEIVER: Sensitivity is better than 6.15 Microvoht for 20-DB quieting 
Commercial-Grade design assures optimum dynamic range and noise suppression 
AUDIO OUTPUT: 2 Watts or more, 

SPECIFICATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 


OTHER FEATURES: Rugged dynamic touchtone DTIMF microphone, built-in speaker 
mobile mounting bracket, remote speaker jack, and all cords, plugs, fuses and hardware 
are included. 


FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER OR TO ORDER 


TOLL FREE 1-800-451-2397 
FAX (404) 769-7970 (7pm-10am) Telex: 4930709 ITT 


8, 


March 1989, FLORIDA SKIP / 9 


POLISHING BRASS 
By Dan Laxon, W4DL 
(continued from last month) 

On our arrival in Memphis the Ensign went to a hotel, the Third 
Class Radioman to the hospital and the striker and myself were 
posted to the 220-ton stern wheeler, the ‘‘Augustus J. Nolty.”’ 

The Nolty according to hearsay was a beer boat out of Peoria or 
a U.S. engineers boat. I imagined it was the latter. 

The Nolty had just arrived pushing a quarter-barge full of 
people from off the levees. The captain of the Nolty was both tired 
and angry. 

The rescued had eaten every egg on board and there had been 
some squabbles resulting from wives chasing their husbands, 
fathers chasing daughters and kids chasing one another all over the 
barge. There was talk of throwing some of them back in. 

The striker and I put the generator on the top deck and at first 
tried to put the transmitter and receiver in the pilot house. Even the 
receiver dial light and the 807 made navigation difficult. A few of 
the lights had been raised but most were under water and in many 
cases the channel was non-existent. 

We installed the radio in the now vacant clerk’s office. This was 
a small cubicle beneath the pilot house. 

We checked with the communications center and started south. 

Now we realized that the boat wasn’t going to be on the river, 
you couldn’t tell where it was anyhow. We were going to work 
through the woods to levees well off the channel. 

Coast Guard Douglas Dolphins with a loud speaker system flew 
into the area and advised those trapped on levees that they would 
be picked up. The planes would radio Memphis and Memphis would 
call us and it would be our job to take the stranded people aboard. 

In January 1937, heavy rains that had begun in 1936 resulted in 
floods in the Mississippi and Ohio valleys. 

The U.S. Navy requested our USNR unit to prepare a com- 
munications team and report in Memphis, Tennessee, to aid in 
rescue efforts. 

With no portable transmitter available I offered my ham rig, a 
6V6 osciallator to an 807. It was accepted and no modifications were 
needed for the operation on 4045kc, the USNR frequency. 

_ The team consisting of an Ensign, a Chief, a Radio Man Third 
Class and a Seaman First Class striker. 

A small Dodge truck and a gas-driven generator, borrowed from 
the local power company, the spare Hammarlund receiver, my rig 
and a hastily measured antenna completed our equipment. 

In the early morning hours of January 29th we set up our radio in 
the middle of a highway somewhere in the vicinity of the Little 
Tennessee River. Everything functioned to the Ensign’s 
satisfaction, so we drove into some small town to find a barber shop 
so we would look our best. A member of the local constabulary, 
eyeing our side arms, sat there with us until we left. 

Memphis had gone to great lengths to aid the 20,000 refugees 
pouring across the Harahan Bridge from the west. The refugee 
center was at the fairgounds. Over 5,000 people there soon loaded it 
down. 

Great care had been taken to provide sanitary facilities for the 
people, as ususal some ignored them. 

The city auditorium was used for inoculations since there were 
hundreds of people with contagious diseases. 

Communication facilities were set up in the basement of the post 
office and included USNR, USCG and National Guard. 

(Continued next month.) 


UNUSUAL AUTUMN SPORADIC “E”’ 
PROPAGATION ON SIX METERS 
By Peter S. Heins, K1F JM/4 Homestead 


Several six-meter sporadic ‘“E”’ layer openings have been ob- 


served by KIFJM during this fall season. 
Although some openings have been brief, others have lasted up 
to three hours. 
November 5th 
2230-2330Z: WOJRP (EM27-MO); WA9ERU (IL); and W4ZXE 
(EM14-OK) 
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November 6th 
1610-1630Z: W3EP/1; W1DGA/3 (FM19-MD); seven W2/W3. 
stations; WBITBV (F'N32-VT); and N4VA (FM18-VA). 
November 8th 
0155-0230Z: EN90 OH stations including N8JTB/ Mobile. 
_ November 10th 
1230-1600Z: 25 stations including W1, 2, 3, 4,8 and NOFFO (EM17- 
KS) (F2 propagation at 1430 brought HC2FG plus VP5D on F2 
backscatter). 


November 11th 
0300-0315Z: K4GOK (FM18-VA); KD3DQ (FM18-MD); 
WA4MMP (FM17-VA); and W3X0 (MD). 
November 13th 
No “E”’ reported, but worked DA8ABT (F121-Peru) on F2. 
November 15th 


2315-2400Z: W1, two stations from Long Island (FN30) to KA1PE 
(ME); KiIGPJ (FN44-ME); WA10JB (ME) five-watt beacon 
alerted me to the opening; reception for two hours. 
November 16th 
0000-0100Z (continuation of above opening): KAIMUB (F'N54- 
ME) ; and N2HZW and KB2FDZ (FN30-NYCLI). 


MORSE SUNK IN HIGH SEAS 
(TKS MCARA Common Emitter) 

Emergency and distress messages sent using the Morse Code by 
human operators will all but disappear from the high seas by 1993! 
This is the decision of the International Maritime Organization — 
the U.N. agency reponsible for the safety of shipping and pollution 
prevention. 

The traditional ‘‘SOS” sent by Morse Code is being replaced by 
the new and highly sophisticated Global Maritime Distress and 
Safety System which transmits and receives messages 
automatically. The computer-based communications system uses 
a Satellite intertie and is designed to prevent ships from disap- 
pearing without a trace because of no time to send a message in 
Morse. 

With the new system, any person need only push a single button 
to send a message worldwide that contains all the data needed to 
effect a rescue. 


THE FLORIDA SKIP STOLEN EQUIPMENT LIST 


Please write to "The FLORIDA SKIP - Stolen pment List" | 
at P.O. Box 501 Miami Springs, FL 33266 ‘ you have had 
amateur radio equipment stolen or know the whereabouts of any 
of the following: 


MAKE MODEL TYPE SERIAL NO 
AZDEN PCS-4000 2 M MOBILE 200540 
AZDEN PCS-4000 2 M MOBILE 202660 
BIRD 43 WATT METER 111008 
BIRD 43 WATT METER ? 
CLEGG FM/DX ? FN-662 
FLORIDA CUSTOM TAG LICENSE PLATE KC4DE 
FLORIDA CUSTOM TAG LICENSE PLATE WB4KSD 
FLORIDA CUST TAG W/CAR '78 GRAN PRIX KB4AXD 
ICOM MICRO-2AT 2 M HAND-HELD 2280 
ICOM 02-AT 2 M HAND-HELD 34872 
ICOM 02-AT 2 M HAND-HELD 44652 
ICOM 22-S 2 M MOBILE ? 
ICOM 28-H 2 M MOBILE 011534 
ICOM 255-A 2 M MOBILE 1944 
KANTRONICS TNC-1 PACKETT TNC 49 
KENWOOD HT-205AT 2 M HAND-HELD 8011004 
KENWOOD SP-100 SPEAKER ? 
KENWOOD TM-211A 2 M MOBILE 5101179 
KENWOOD TM-2550A 2 M MOBILE 16 
KENWOOD TS-140 POWER SUPPLY 710010 
KENWOOD TS-130S HF TRANSCEIVER = 1 
KENWOOD MC-34 MICROPHONE ? 
KENWOOD Tw-4000 2 M/440 MOBILE 3121204 
KENWOOD TW-4000A 2 M/440 MOBILE 6010852 
C HT-1200 2 M HAND-HELD 100154 
TRIPPLITE 40 AMP DC SUPPLY ? 
YAESU FT-227R 2 M MOBILE ? 


[A PICTURE IS WORTH 10,000 WORDS... 


A me To 


5001 N.W. 72nd Ave., Miami, FL 33166 


(305) 594-4313/4314 


irs; Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:30 Sat. 9:30-2:30 


(Milam Dairy Rd.) 


| March 1989, FLORIDASKIP / 11 


FLORIDA STATE Q.C.W.A. NEWS 
Edited by Eli Nannis, K4AJMH 

Have you expressed your opinion yet? On page 117 of the winter 
edition of the “QCWA Journal,’’ you will find an interesting 
request. The Board of Directors seeks your opinion about two 
matters on which they are deliberating. Should QCWA Directors be 
elected by specific geographic areas and should QCWA accept 
associate members? 

Here is a chance to express them to the board. Don’t delay, let 
the board know what you think about these items. Please note my 


zip code is 34644 not 33644. 
CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER 
(State Net Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 3955) 

Our meeting location has been changed as follows: Quincy’s Family Steakhouse, 5216 
South Florida Avenue, Lakeland, the third Saturday of each month at 11:15a.m. 

Sincere thanks to outgoing President Frank La Londe, W4PBL for his outstanding 
term of service. He will remain as chairman of the Recreation Committee. 

Tom Snipes, KA5KWE is now advanced class and keeping the low bands hot. 

Danny Webber, W1PBLis really working the D.X. with his fine set-up. 

Dwight Redus, N4LBG has a new Kenwood linear and new low band dipoles. 

Charlie, W1PB is moving to Ohio. 

George Lovelace formerly WAOHOC is now N4UMV. He is recovering from a serious 
illness. 

Our members are going to try to get some new members. Anyone in the Lakeland area 
interested in QCWA please contact our secretary for more information. 

— Reported by Jim Gundry, W4JM 
HERNANDO CHAPTER 

The annual meeting and Christmas party was held on December 12th and attended by 
29 members and guests. We welcomed our newest member John Metz, K2MTU. 

The death of Lois Bixler, our treasurer was reported. Also reported was the death of 
Gladys Partee, wife of Phil, W4ABI. 

The slate of officers for 1989 is as follows: President Henry Wemple, haba ie Vice 
President Ed Tilton, W1HDQ; Secretary Eunice Gordon, W1UKR; Treasurer Bob Gor- 
don, W1KUL; and Board of Directors: Regis Kramer, W4ILE; Ed Handly, W100R: and 
and Angie, WB4JJH; and Charles, WA8APQ and Mary Lee. 

Birthdays were: Chet, WIHGK; Blanche, W4GZX; Allen, K4IKN; Lloyd W4PFV; and 
Lucile XYL of Steve, K40K. Anniversaries are: Fred, K2DER and Mary; Regis, W4ILE 
and Angie, WB4JJH; and Charles, WAIAPQ and Mary Lee. 

Next meeting was January 17th. 

— Reported by Eunice, W1UKR 
SUNCOAST CHAPTER 
(State Net Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 3955) 

Our chapter held the monthly meeting at the House of Chong in Sarasota on January 
5th. There were 73 members and guests present. One new member, Taito Huhtale, 
W8AEZ was welcomed. The speaker was Ozzie Osborn, WU4W who gave a talk on packet 
radio followed by a demonstration by Ozzie and his wife Caroline WS4Z. Ozzie defined 
packet radio as digital communication using a computer, a modem and the usual ham 
Station. : 

Our popular use of packet is the bulletin board. Messages may be left to be picked up at 
your convenience. 

Bob Bookwalter, W4NWF had the new history book he is assembling. It consists of a 
photo album containing a history of the founding of our chapter, a list of the charter 
members, all the past officers and photo and news clippings. 

— Reported by Bob Bookwalter, WANWF 
PELICAN CHAPTER NUMBER 128 

Pelican President Jay Strom, K9BSL announced the appointment of the following 
officers to assist him during the year of 1989: Harry Bloechle, K4WP, Sunshine Committee 
chairman; Dutch Romig, KF4DI, Two-Meter Network chairman; and Arthur R. Rose, 
W1PXL, Meeting Program chairman. 

February 1, 1989 will go down as a very special date in the annals of Pelican Chapter 
Number 128. Three-fourths of the QCWA National Officers joined the chapter for 
breakfast at the Econo Lodge, St. Petersburg. National President Leland Smith, National 
Secretary Jim Walsh, National Treasurer Wes Randles (also a Pelican Chapter charter 
member) and their guests took part in an unusual event. 

Reginald Iversen, K4QZ, whose former calls include: 9SQ, 9AU, 9CG, W2LDR and 
K4EMC was honored for having completed 75 years on-the-air! Reg, who holds QCWA 
Membership Number 149 is a charter member of Chapter 128 and is our current treasurer. 
On completion of a 50-year career with the New York Times, Reg (and XYL Kathryn) 
retired to a relaxed life on the Suncoast and ready access to the Caribbean Cruises they 
enjoy, so much. 

Pelican Chapter is proud to salute a fine gentleman, good friend and a true radio 


pioneer, Reg Iversen, K4QZ. 
— Reported by Don Bice, W4PCO 
SOUTHEAST CHAPTER 

Our chapter held a regular meeting and Christmas party on the Coast Guard picnic 
grounds at their Richmond Field Communication Station on December 17th. Due to ex- 
tremely cold weather there was a small turnout of 28 members and guests. 

Al Wilcox, W4ELR was elected as president for 1989. Al, a retired college professor, is 
holder of the QCWA 60-Year Certificate. Herb Bernard, W4JXA was elected vice 
president and he is a holder of a 50-year certificate. All other incumbents retained their 
offices for an additional year. 

A covered dish party as well as distribution of Christmas candy baskets was enjoyed 
by all. Highlighting the covered dishes prepared by the ladies was the delicious roast 
turkey prepared by Marion Rauch, WB4RFB, XYL of Art, W4VZ. 

The first regular meeting of 1989 was held on Saturday, January 19th at the Denny’s 
Restaurant on 36th Street, Miami, with 17 members attending. Harry Pilafian, W4SQG 
presented an extremely interesting and stimulating video tape recording covering radio 
pioneer Marconi’s contributions to radio communications and broadcasting. 

John, W4COG won the 50/50 who agreed to emulate our previous winner and buy lunch 
for all members when there is four feet of snow on Flagler Street. 

Reported by Sid Wolfeld, KJ4AS 
GATOR CHAPTER 
(State Net Saturday 8:00 a.m. — 3955) 

At our January 7th meeting there was 40 members and guests. The Nominating 
Committee presented the following slate of officers for the next two years and they were: 
President Eli Nannis, K4JMH; Vice President Paul Turner, W1DLP; Secretary Janice 
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President of Gator Chapter 32, Bill Penhallegon W4STX presents 
Jim Clarke N4BQC with a 60th annversary award recently. Congts 


Jim. See QCWA page for more details. 


Neubauer, K4IJK; and Treasurer Bill Turner W2WV. 

The Board of Directors are now our Past President Bill Penhallegon, W4STX who has 
done a fine job as president for three years and George Siebert, K4KVD. 

The program was given by Randy. Clemons, K4SBC. He is employed by GTE and he 
gave an interesting talk on the operation of the emergency phone number 911. 

Our newest member is Len Smith, K4BDP. 

Our former Vice President Frank Ziegler, K4EUK is now home from the hospital after 
an operation on his leg and will be ready to dance soon. 

— Reported by Eli Nannis, K4JMH 


You must read this book! 


A RADIO JOURNAL 


All about radio in the 1920s by a pioneer 
in the industry. Sixty years of experiences 
in ham radio and broadcasting. Anecdotes 
from famous radio personalities with 
whom he worked. Many photos of the 1920- 
1940 period. 

Send $9.00 plus 90 cents postage for 
your copy. Two copies for $16.00 plus 90 
cents. 

Makes a great gift. Address: W9CRC, 
1011 Linda Drive, Kokomo, Indiana 46902. 


25 Years a Ham? 


of / = 
if QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASS'N, Inc. 1 


e Preserves ae ee ad Amateur 
adio 
e Awards & recognition for members 
¢ Over 160 local chapters 
¢ CW and SSB nets ¢ QSO parties 
e Over $4,000.00 awarded annually 
in youth scholarships 


You owe yourself the privilege of 
QCWA affiliation 


40th 
Anniversary 


Quarter Century Wireless Assoc. 
1408 Cooper Dr. « Irving, TX 75061 


HAROLD HEASTER, INC. 
announces 


NEW AMATEUR RADIO SALES & SERVICE 


SALES 
Kenwood ¢ Icom ¢ Tokyo Hy-Power 
super Batteries ¢ Larsen Antennas ¢ Accessories 


SERVICE 
Genuine Kenwood & Icom ¢ Factory Service & Parts 


HAROLD HEASTER, INC. 


84 North Tymber piles Road 
P.O. Box 2786 
Ormond Beach, Florida 32074 


HAROLD, KE8MR 


Nationwide Toll Free 
4-800-847-2346 4 -800-84-RADIO 
| (904) 672-2878 In Florida 
| 40:00 AM. to 4:00 PM. | MONDAY - WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY 


LISTS — LISTS — LISTS 
By Floyd Larch, KK3Q, Florida D.X. Editor 
5841 Elon Drive, Orlando, Florida 32808 

We all know what they are. We all have used them at some point 
of time either willing or unwillingly. Some of the list-masters are, 
in fact, masters; andthensomeare... 

Those against the D.X. lists feel that freedom to work the D.X. 
station is stripped away and that a quick QSO controlled by another 
amateur is not DXing, the urge to ragchew is in a lot of us. But rag- 
chewing should not be done unless the D.X. station has set a 
precedent for it, especially if he/she is portable and working into an 
area close to their home QTH. All of the DXers that I have talked to 
state their secret of success in one-word — listen. 

Listening is an art in itself and most are more willing to talk 
than to listen while others are talking. Patience with the D.X. 
station and those currently working the DXer is a goal that should 
be sought after. How many times have we tuned on a frequency and 
found noise rivaling the main gates opening at Walt Disney World, 
and there in the midst is the point of all the confusion — the D.X. 
station. 

Many times the D.X. is either working low power, inadequate 
antennas, poor working conditions due to weather and sometimes 
all of the above. Let’s all relax a bit and enjoy each others success 
in working D.X. and work the station when we can, and not calling 
out or call-sign while the D.X. station is listening to another station. 

But what about those times when you can get into one of the lists 
and list-master is a true pro? 

You get to work a rare one in relative peace as the list-master 
has made it clear that interference will not be tolerated. 

Some D.X. stations will work in call areas or certain areas of the 
world, which is a lists of sorts. It has always been a burr under my 
saddle when a D.X. station calls for a certain call area or state and 
someone from either another call area or state weasels their way 
into a contact. 

We are supposed to enjoy this hobby of ours and this type.of 
activity during D.X. lists (or even normal D.X. QSO’s) makes it 
hard on all of us. How many times have you heard a D.X. station 
sign off or QSY due to those operating practices? 

Well, enough of the soapbox. I am going to write a future article 
on what antenna you DXers feel offers the best in the long haul. 
Preferably, I would like to run this as a sort of a Florida Skip 
survey. Please send me your QSL (or letter) with your preferences. 
An honest report will be made and surely some revelations may 
come about that some may be unaware of. 

From our QTH to yours — good D.X. es God bless! 


Attention all EX-PAA & ARINC’ers 
Mr. Ralph Pierson, 1813 - 19th St. north, Zephyrhills, FL 
34248 is trying to establish another annual PAA/ARINC radio 
reunion in late February or early March in Zephyrhills. If any 
PAA or ARINC radio person is interested in another old fashion 
reunion. please drop him a card at address above.... 73 - AC 


39 


3 DISKETTES. 


DOUBLE SIDE 
PRICE Tes UPS ss 
in lets of 200 = $1. 25 ea - $3.75 perc 


inlots of 100= $1. 35 ea — $3.75 per Ci 
in lots of 50 =’ $1.45 ea — LOT- $3.25 
‘LABELS — $1.50 perc no shipping 


Brand Names! ' Double Side! 


| 100% Certified ! 100 for $1 Prpd. 
3.5” or 54” Data Cases only 
$5. 50 Pius! UPS: 
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5% DISKETTES 


OOva@LEe SIDEO/DOUBLE OENSITY 
Each Diskette 100% Certified 


(Includes: Tyvek Sleeves, 
Labels, Tabs & Hubs) 
Check or Money Order 
e 


Order 250 Units and Ups only 
Is FREE in 50 States 


EXTRA WRITE PROTECT TABS 


18 MHZ BAND OPENED 

FCC is opening the 18 MHz band for amateur operation. Stations 
with general, advanced and extra class operators may begin using 
the 18 MHz band as of 0001 UTC January 31, 1989, one minute after 
7:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time Monday, J anuary 30, 1989. 

A1A emissions may be used in the whole band from 18.068 to 
18.168 MHz. Digital emission F1B for direct printing, telemetry, 
telecommand and computer communications is permitted below 
18.110 MHz and analog emissions such as fax, SSTV and phone may 
be used from 18.110 up. 

The normal power limit of 1,500 watts output applies, but. 
amateur Operations must not cause harmful interference to U.S. 
government and foreign fixed service operations. The 
authorization is contained in a report and order in P.R. Docket 88 ' 
467. Under its terms and those of WARC 79. 

The band becomes exclusively amateur on July 1, 1989. 

(ARRL OB7 1-30-89) 


COMMERCIAL GRADE POWER SUPPLIES! ! 


25 AMP $79.50 
35 AMP $109.00 
12 amps. $3795. 


25 AMP CONSTANT (27 AMP SURGE) 
OR 35 AMP CONSTANT (37 AMP SURGE) 


2 METERS SHOW VOLTS AND CURRENT. 

FULLY REGULATED ADJUSTABLE OUTPUT 
4.5-15 VDC 4 WAY PROTECTED. 

2 YEAR WARRANTY. Toul eREe 


1-800-451- ) 
AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS 8 5 2397, 
46 Greenedoro beghway, Wailunswile, Georgia 30677  Teleohone (404) 769-8706 Telex: 4930709 ITT 


10 AMP 
Regulated 


NOW USE BOTH SIDES 
OF YOUR DISKETTE 1,7 


_ POWER SUPPLY 5%." DISKETTE 
_ © Overload protected HOLE PUNC H 
¢ Pilot light WITH DEPTH GUIDE 
e On-off switch and EOGE GUIDE 
¢ All metal only $ 
cabinet, Seed sek Sane oeoeR 
New Low Price | AZOEN service Manuals 


$ ' Plus | PCS 4000 - PCS 3000 - PCS 300 
55.00 vrs $1120 Each PREPAID 


{ "ON, PS. Ait (215) 884-6010 ; 
7 , 1138 BOXWOOD RD- 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND 


COMPUTERS, INC. QST 
751 South Macedo Blvd., Port St. Lucie, FL 34983 
(407) 879-6868 FAX NO. (407) 878-8856 


TO: ALL RADIO AMATEURS: 


International Radio and Computers, Inc. has expanded again! We now have a 1200 Sq. Ft. IBM 
Compatible Computer Showroom and a NEW 800 Sq. Ft. Amateur Radio showroom. We most recently 
became ICOM’s newest authorized Dealer. 


If you live on the Treasure Coast, Palm Beach County or Broward County, or North, you will find it 
most convenient driving to International Radio. We are located right off the Florida Turnpike, Exit 54. 
(See map below.) Business hours: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday; 11:00 AM to 3:00 
PM, Saturday, (407) 879-6868. 


Our prices are competitive and we can provide specialized service on your new purchase, like optimized 
alignment, or, at no charge, check your radio for features and performance. We sell ICOM, 
Kenwood, Yaesu and most amateur radio products. We take trade-ins. We use genuine ICOM, 
Kenwood and Yaesu factory service parts. We employ two (2) full time service technicians (in the 
unlikely event that you require service). If you purchase a radio from us, typically we try to provide 
service in three working days. We can service most amateur radio products from solid state radios 
through tube radios, HF amplifiers, etc. If you are interested, we would be glad to show you our 
sophisticated Service Dept. when you visit our new showroom. We have over 80 years of amateur 
radio experience between our employes, and we know amateur radios from one end to the other. 
MasterCard/Visa/American Express accepted. 


If, by chance, you haven’t been introduced to International Radio in the past, we also provide other 
special services for amateur radio operators. We publish an ICOM, Kenwood and Yaesu newsletter 
ten times a year. We are going into our 9th year with the coming subscription period which starts 
January 1, 1989. All of our back issucs are available at a nominal cost. These newsletters keep you 
tuned into modifications, updates, generic problems and information from other subscribers on a 
worldwide basis. We also have the following Users Supplements: TS-940S/AT, TS-930, TS-830, TS- 
430; IC-751(A), IC-730, IC-720(A). We also have Indexes for the ICOM, Kenwood and Yaesu 
newsletters which enables you to find specific information quickly for each model that was contained in 
previous newsletters. 


We sell high performance 8 Pole Crystal filters that enhances the selectivity of most ICOM, 
Kenwood and Yaesu receivers. These filters have gained us worldwide fame regarding their high 
performance and quality. International Radio can install these filters at a nominal cost. We also sell 
internal enhancement modules for Kenwood TS-940 front panel Memory Bank Control, and Tuning 
Upgrader for most Kenwood HF radios that provides 3 automatic tuning speeds. Call or write for our 
most current brochure which gives details pertaining to our publications and products we sell. 


We would like to thank all of our past customers for their support in helping to make International 
Radio and Computers, Inc. what it is today. We, at International Radio and Computers, Inc., realize 
that the CUSTOMER is our ultimate "Boss". ’73 


Rob Pohorence, N8RT Exit 54 Florida Turnpike N 
President 


The Winner of the drawing 
for the ICOM IC-0O2AT is 
MR. DONALD MERTEN Bayshore Blvd. Swan Ave. 
2660 SE Solana Lane 
Port St. Lucie, FL 


We SERVICE what we sell!!! sharch 1969, FLORIDASKIP / 15 


OMAR ELECTRONICS 
Omar A. Puro WA8SFON 
Att Your AMATEUR NEEDS 


RT. 1 HWY. 81 SOUTH 


LOGANVILLE, GA. 30249 404-466-3241 


IRELAND TUNE-TENNA SYSTEMS, INC. 
Electronic Circuit & Voltage Fed Antennas 
Patents 3,474,453; 3,792,351; 4,584,587 U.S.- 860480 CAN. 


FRANK E. IRELAND K4UUO 
Antenna Consultant & Design Engineer FCC LIC. 
Inventor & Patent Holder SHIP RADAR 


144-162 Mhz no tuning full 9 DBD gain. Two piece 
Portable/fixed. Light weight. Guarnteed 10 years. 
$99.25. Retails $175. UPS Shipable. More info call 


(305) 264-4448 (305) 633-8185 
5101 B N.W. 36th Avenue - Miami, FL 33142. 


GOOD STUFF CHEAP! 
GSC ELECTRONICS 


>Re" 7715 INDUSTRIAL STREET 
WEST MELBOURNE, FL 32904 
(305) 727-8817 © FAX (305) 727-1546 


SURPLUS ELECTRONICS 


Send or Call for Free Catalogue 


. 1A L EA H Joe WB4WNA 
ELECTRONICS 514 EAST 9th STREET 


HIALEAH, FL 33010 


EXPERT ELECTRONICS DISTRIBUTORS 887-5936 © 885-0992 


WHOLESALE « RETAIL ¢ EXPORT 


‘© Electronic Parts Specialists 
© Avdto-Video Accessories 
© TV Antenna Systems 
© Marine Antennas 
© ACA Closed-Circult TV Distributors 
© Test & Design Equipment 


ronaurvous REAL ESTATE necos 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL 


MARK ROSNER e N4BDZ 


BROKER — ASSOCIATE 


(305) 921-6610 
(305) 923-3333 


[betment,] 1643 HOLLYWOOD BLVD., 
aamenme  MHOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 33020 


DOC'S 


Communications 


© Intercom Systems 

© TV & Computer Service Schematics 

© Digital Components 

© Complete Parts Inventory 

© Professional & Friendly Assistance 
YOUR #1 ELECTRONICS PLACE 


02 Chickamauga Ave. 
Rossville, Ga. 30741 
404-866-2302 © 404-861-3610 ~ 
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“KNOWN FOR 
SERVICE”’ 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 


W4WYR 


FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
11209 South Dixie Highway, Miami, FL 33156 
(305)! 233-4444 © (305) 642-4139 


Sumter County Amateur Radio Tribe 
Repeater 


BUFFALO 


Rt. 2 Box 431 
Bushnell, Fla. 33513 


Owned By Beverly Darbyson 
443.125 1 448.125 


12240 NE 14th AVE. 


ELECTRONICS N. MIAMI, FL 33161 
INTL., INC. (305) 893-3924 


e Distributor of electronic wire, cable, connectors, shrink tubing, 
and cable ties. 

e@ Design and manufacturing of custom cable assemblies. 

@ RF microwave and high voltage test facilities. 

@ Franchised distributor for Alpha, Amphenol, Belden, Cablewave, 
Kings, Times and Tyton. 


THE 


ED ROLLER, K4IA 
HERB PHELAN, KA4VWB 


HARRY MOTTINGER, K4ZNB 
FLORA CAVENDER, W4/TI2AZ 


BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD & TI2BEV 
Write for free real estate catalog 
1349 U.S. 27 North, Lake Placid FL 33852 — 
FL WATS 1-800-633-4310, FAX: (813) 465-6996 


Florida Custom Plastics 


CUSTOM ENGRAVING 
HARRY and JUNE KEITH 


CORPORATION 


Realtors Since 1957 


KA4HWY 


@ ENGRAVED CALL AND NAME BADGES 
@ IDENTIFICATION PLATES 
@ DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS 


9900 Ulmerton Road No. 56 
Largo, Florida 34641 


POINTS SOUTH ELECTRONICS 


SURPLUS... SURPLUS... SURPLUS 
Resistors (low-high wattaye) 
e Transistors ¢ Connectors 
e Capacitors * Diodes 


LICENSE PLATES 
PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 


PHONE (813) 684-6121 


Repeater Cabinets (many sizes) 
Used Amateur Radio Equipment 


OR WHAT DO YOU NEED??? 


4009 West 18th Avenue, Hialeah, Florida 33012 
Tel. (305) 557-9477 


GULFSIDE REALTY INVESTMENTS, INC.___ 
Offices in NAPLES & FORT MYERS 


STEVE CHAMBERLAIN-AI4R 


Licensed Real Estate Broker 


(813) 433-0331 


SEE 


CASA MARCONI 


PRE-OWNED COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 


KA4TQP 
JULIO C. UTRERA 
OFFICE (305) 264-8443 


7189 S.W. 8th STREET 
_ MIAMI, FLORIDA 33144 
SOUTHERN 
TECHNOLOGIES 
AMATEUR 
RADIO 
AZDEN SERVICE - COMMODORE 
COMPUTER REPAIR - SATELLITE 
TVRO SYSTEMS - SALES & SERVICE 
JOE LELLO/KF4AX * BOB FORMAN/N4CRP 
10715 S.W. 190 St. #9 © Miami, FL 33157 © 238-3327 


Compliments Of 


THE PALMETTO 
AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB 


SOLAR POWER 


Solar Electric Power DIY Needs For 
Houses, Cabins, RV's, Boats, Chargers 


———— 


PV Panels, Controllers, Inverters, Lights, Fans, Pumps 
Product and Design Information, Catalogs and Orders 


YOUNG'S SOLAR SHOP 407-383-SUNY 
P. O. Box 156 Titusville, Florida 32781-0156 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR SIGHTLESS 
Ths NOTICE is to advise all concerned that according to 
Ms Desaree Stewart of the Library for the Blind, P.O. Box 
2259, Daytona Beach, FL 32015 Phone 1-800-342-5627 that 
FLORIDA SKIP is put on tape each month. These tapes are 
offered for the asking with postage paid both ways. Miss 
Stewart advised that when SKIP closed down while Ye 
Editor was sick, all SKIP addresses were removed from the 
computers and now anew list will have to be built up again. 
So if you know of anyone (sightless) who would like to be 
put on this list, write or call and give them your mailing 
address as soon as possible. 
This is a wonderful service they are doing and we_ 
sincerely thank them. Editor 


FLORIDA CLUB NEWS 
By George Henning, WB4JFA 
As we go to press, the Miami Hamboree will have gone down in 


the books as another fine job put on by the Dade Radio Club. Iam 
sure we will all look forward to the 1990 hamboree. Speaking of 


hamboree’s, I enjoyed all the eyeball QSO with many of you who 
stopped by the Everglades Radio Club to say hello. Hope to see you 
all next year. 

Now, lets get down to what is happening in the state. 

Regis and Angie Kramer, W4ILE and WB4JJH inform me that 
the Clover Leaf ARC continues to grow, with 100 percent ARRL 
membership. They are organizing the Hernando County 
Packeteers into a new gorup called HERLAN. They also have their 
third novice class with 23 students in attendance. The club also 
made BPL every month in 1988. 

The Palmetto Amateur Radio Club is getting their main 
repeater back on the air after repairs and upgrading to the 
machine. The club also sponsored a dinner-dance this month, which 
Neal, WB2QVP brought his new bride to the club activities. 

The Sun Country Amateur Radio Society held their installation 
of officers at the Rustic Inn with Joe, KA4JWB; John, KA4WJA; 
Mario, N4TSV; and Jerry, KB4RBB. We wish them all the success 
for 1989. At the annual SCARS Christmas Party Adis Henry, 
W4PFJ was awarded a life membership for years of faithful ser- 
vice to his fellow amateurs. Congratulations are in order from all of 
us at Florida Skip. 

The Sarasota Amateur Radio Association announces their 
Traders Net every Monday night after the Weather Net. The net is 
hosted by Wil Holt, KD4QJ. All you traders in the area tune in for 
lots of equipment to swap and sell. 

The club also has novice and upgrade classes run by Jack, 
N40AB and is also in need of surplus equipment for the hamfest. 
Call Rick, KE4BP for more information. 

The Broward ARC reports that they have over 325 members as 
of this time so they are in need of all types of information for the 
club newsletter. One thing noticed was the nice ads in the paper, 
this helps defray the cost of publication, a nice idea for other clubs 
to follow. 

Be sure to check out the Swap Net on Monday night at 8:00 p.m. 
run by Billy, WD4NEA on the 31/91 machine. It looks like Mondays 
are a great night for bargains on both Florida coasts. 

The Gulf Coast ARC is looking for a who’s who in our club editor 
to revive an old practice which was started in the ’70s. Any takers? 

The Platinum Coast ARS is looking for a few good officers for 
the coming years, and also some help in the novice classes to be run 
for the club..The club also had a pot luck supper before the last 
meeting which everyone seemed to enjoy. 

The South Hillsboro Amateur Radio Klub, Inc. (SHARK) held 
elections January 25th. The following officers were elected: 
President, Kay Anderson, W8DUV; Vice President, Evelyn 
Menkemeyer, WD4RFL; Secretary, Kay Pye, WD4HHN; and 
Treasurer, Rick Meana, K8MZA. 

Novice and license upgrade classes will begin March 8th and 
exams will be scheduled at least twice during 1989. The club plans 
to donate a full set of ARRL books to a local junior high school and 
demonstrate amateur radio to one of the science classes. 

We continue to welcome and encourage seniors, but we are 
hoping to recruit some young people, too. 

SHARK meets the last Wednesday each month, 8:00 p.m. at the 
TECO Leisure Room, Ruskin. 

That is about all this month, so please send to me direct, a copy 
of your newsletter. My QTH is on the inside cover. 

— 73, George 
NEXT HAM IN SPACE IS DELAYED 

NASA announced recently that the shuttle launch of the Hubble 
Space Telescope will be pushed back eight months from June 1989 
to February 1990. Additionally, the ASTRO-1 mission, on which Ron 
Parise, WA4SIR, is scheduled to be on board, is now slated for 
March 1990. 

NASA attributed the delays to a shortage of rocket fuel caused 
by the explosion of a rocket fuel factory in Navada last May. 

(The ARRL Letter) 
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THE FCC INFO PAGE 
BOCA RATON AREA EXAMS 
FCC exams are given by the IBM Radio Club at the IBM facility in Boca Raton. Exams are 
scheduled for the first Friday of the month at 5 PM. Bring a photocopy of your license, 
positive ID, and $4.55 to cover the testing fee. Contact Pete Brunet, WS4G, during working 
hours at Phone 982-3885 for more details. 


BROWARD COUNTY 

CAVEC Examinations by Racal-Milgo in Sunrise twice per month on the FIRST Saturday 
at 8:45 AM and on the THIRD Thursday at 7:30 PM. No pre-registration required and all 
forms provided. > 

ADDRESS: 1601 North Harrison Parkway (NW 136th Ave.), Sunrise. 

FEE: $2.00 except Novice, which is free. 

BRING WITH YOU: your license (the original), a photocopy of that license, the original of 
any credit certificates and a piece of photographic ID (Driver’s license is OK). 

TALK-IN: available on 145.27 and 224.84 repeaters. 

FOR FURTHER INFO: call Chip Allen, Ak4Y (H) 476-8761 or (W) 476-4763 or call Joe 
Loewy, KF4FO (H) 434-8211 or (W) 476-4567. From Dade county, during business hours only, 
592-8600. Ask for extension 4321 or 4697. Recorded info (24 hours) 476-4444. 


ARRL/VEC examinations by Consolidated VE’s of Brevard County — Rm Q-22 — 
Florida Institute of Technology — Melbourne — 10:00 a.m. (check-in 0930) — third 
Saturday of every month No pre-registration required. Form 610s provided. Bring 
original and photocopy of current license. Contact person is Victor Lau, N4FUY, (407) 768- 
0688. 

BRANDON AREA 
The Brandon Amateur Radio Society (BARS) will be starting another licensing class 
starting January 10, 1989 at Brandon Senior High School, Room 362, 7:00 p.m. The class 
will be followed by an examination session Tuesday, March 21st at 7:00 p.m. 
The classes will include International Morse Code at the candidate’s own speed and 
theory for the class of license desired. 
Contact Fred Kierstead, K4TN, 312 North Moon Avenue, Brandon, Florida 33511. 


DADE CITY AREA 

The Pasco Hills DX Association will administer FCC Amateur Radio License 
Examinations in the TECO (Tampa Electric Company) Building, 602 East Meridian 
Avenue; two blocks east of U.S. Highway 301 in Dade City, Florida. They will be every 
third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Bring original and copy of your license, photo identification and $4.55 fee. There is no 
charge for novice examination. 

For information call Ed Privette: (904) 583-4580; Roy Lambert: (813) 986-2841; or Bob 
Luden: (813) 788-6609. 


NORTH DADE — SOUTH BROWARD 

FCC exams will be given every fourth Thursday by a W5YI-VEC team prior to the 
regular monthly meetings of the Fellowship Amateur Radio Club. 

The exams are open to all. Bring your original license and a photocopy. 610 forms are 
available. No preregistration required. Fee for up-grade testing is $4.75. Novice test is 
free, 

Time is 6:30 p.m. at Ingels Park, Southwest First Street and Southwest Eighth Avenue 
in Hallandale. 

For more information call: evenings, Howard, N4EBT, (305) 935-5214; or Norm, 
K4RBR, (305) 823-5437. 


DUNEDIN-TAMPA BAY AREA 

W5YI coordinated amateur radio exams conducted by the DARA V.E. testing team, 
the first Monday of every month. : 2 

Testing begins at 7:00 p.m. in the Foreign Language Building Number 99, Dunedin 
High School, 1615 Pinehurst Road, Dunedin. 

Please bring original and copy of license, positive identification and $4.75 fee. 

Talk-in 145.210 or 145.310, 600-. Walk-in accepted. Information from KI4MO, (813) 531- 
1911 or AA4XI, 539-9509. Mailing address DARA, P.O. Box 1851, Dunedin, Florida 34697. 


F.C.C. EXAMS — MIAMI 

The Dade County Emergency Operations Center, 5800 Southwest 87th Avenue, Miami, 
will have examinations starting at 9:00 a.m. on the following Saturdays (second Saturday 
of each month): 

January 14th, February 11th, March 11th, April 8th, May 13th, June 10th, July 8th, 
August 12th, September 9th, October 14th, November 11th and December 9th. 

Walk-in examinations on test available basis. Photocopy of license, positive iden- 
tification, pen and pencil, $4.55 check payable to ARRL/ VEC needed for exam. FCC Form 
610 available at exam. 

Mail FCC forms and check to: Jose A Ramos, WW4W, 6011 S.W. 11th Street, West 
Miami, Florida 33144. 

For further information call: Ron Bell, WN4L, 247-2944 after 6:00 p.m. 


FORT MYERS AREA 
The 1989 test schedule sponsored by the Fort Myers ARC (ARRL/VEC) is as follows: 
January 28th, March 18th, May 20th and November 18th, 1989. 
Contact Bob Strathy, WV4F, 5428 Brandy Circle, S.W., Fort Myers, Florida 33919 
(SASE) or phone (813) 481-4880 for information. 
F.C.C. EXAMS — HIALEAH 


W5YI coordinated test — novice through extra, every third Saturday of the month at - 


8:00 p.m. Location is 750 East 25th Street, Hialeah, second floor. 
Pre-registration recommended. Walk-in on test available basis. Fee is $4.75. 
contact Ivan Prada, KP4EDL, P.O. Box 3576, Hialeah, Florida 33013 or (305) 829-0602 
(7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.) Dates are January 21, February 18 and March 18. 


FORT WALTON BEACH 
ARRL/VEC examinations by Playground ARC held quarterly at 17 East First Street, 
ae Walton Beach. 1989 dates are March 25th, June 17th, September 16th and December 
Walk-ins available. Fee is $4.75. Doors close at 0830. 
For more information contact Bill Hord, W4WIJ, (904) 243-9720. 


NORTHWEST FLORIDA EXAMS -- CRESTVIEW 
FCC Exams are given the second Saturday of each third month, (i.e., February, May, 
August and November) at 9:00 a.m., local, at the Council on Aging Building, 298 South 
Wilson Street, Crestview, Florida. Fees $4. Walk-ins welcome. Free coffee, FCC 610’s on 
hand. Plenty of rag-chewing. Talk-in on 147.36, WB4CDR/RPT. Bring copy of license and 
identification with picture (e.g.,driverslicense). _-- 
For more information contact WB40RK/CVE, Route 1, Box 189, Crestview, Florida 


OCALA / CENTRAL FLORIDA ; 
W5YI Exams are held each month on the last Thur7:30 PM at the St. Patrick’s 
Episcopal Church, 2802, NE 7th Street, Ocala, FL. All examns are on a walk-in basis. Fee is 
$4.35. Novice tests free. Talk-in is available on 145.130 (TX-600) or contact Jerry, K4UBR 
629-6049 or Terry, NANWN 351-0489. 
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; MARION COUNTY 
W5YI Testing — Novice through Extra, every second Monday, at 7:00 PM. Marion County 
Government Complex at the corner of SE Ft. King Ave., and SE 25th Ave. Talk-in on the 
146.61, K4GSO Repeater; Silver Springs Radio Club, Ocala, Florida. Contact Jim Brenner. 
NT4B, 237-5783; or Walt Morris, K4ELK, 245-7254. ; 


PALM BEACH 

Who: PBARC + PBCCARC. 

What: Palm Beach County — amateur radio licenses tests — ARRL/VEC. When: third 
Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. 

Where: Palm Beach Community College, 4200 Congress Avenue, Lake Worth, Florida, 
Room 101 (criminal justice). 

Cost: $4.75 for 1988. 

Action: Pre-registration advised. Walk-ins permitted as long as we have test materials 
available. Must bring original license and a photocopy, picture identification, and pens 
and pencils. 

PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA 

Test dates and times: April 15th, July 15th and October 14th, 1989; 10:00 
CST; 9:30a.m. for all walk-ins. 

Test site: Civil Defense Building, Main Conference Room, 644 Mulberry Avenue, 
Panama City, Florida. 

No cash. Make checks payable to: ARRL/ VEC. No charge for novice. All other classes 
will be $4.55. 

Contact: Charles Hickman, 2402 West 2ist Street, Panama City, Florida 32405; 
telephone: (904) 785-0449. Talk-in on: 146.940/340. 

TAMPA TESTING 
The second Saturday of each month, Tampa Amateur Radio Club Clubhouse, Columbia 
Drive (Davis Island), Tampa, Florida (next to the Coast Guard Station), 1:00 p.m. Bring 
a copy of your license and $4.55 cash (novice exams free) along with two I.D.’s. Non- 
programmable calculators permitted. Contact Jud, AB4EC at (813) 884-8218 for reser- 
vations (recommended). 
VENICE FCC EXAMS 

FCC exams are given for all classes of Amateur Radio licenses on the second Saturday 

pb each month at 9:00 a.m. at the Venice Public Library, 300 South Nokomis Ave., Venice, 


Bring a completed FCC Form 610 (Forms will be available at test site), your driver’s 
license or a legal photo I.D., a photo copy of your present license (to be attached to Form 
610), the ORIGINAL of your present license (this will be returned to you). Test fee is $4.00 
($4.55 if under ARRL/ VEC). No fee is required for Novice exam. 

For further information contact Don Fontaine, N4ET, 252 Cocoa Lane, Venice, F'L 34293. 


Tel.: (813) 497-4014. 
WEST PALM COUNTY 

_The Palm Beach Amateur Radio Council, Inc., is giving amateur license tests on each 
third Saturday of each month (except October of 1988), at Palm Beach Community 
(Junior) College, 4200 Congress Avenue, Lake Worth, Florida, Room Criminal Justice 101, 
at 9:00 a.m. The tests are given under the ARRL-VEC and currently cost $4.55. Walk-ins 
permitted in as long as we have test materials available. Pre-registration strongly ad- 
vised, except for code testing. Next tests for 1988 will be on September 17th, November 
19th and December 17th. The October tests will be given on October 15th and 16th at 9:00 
a.m., at South Florida Fair Grounds, PBRA Hamfest, 9067 Southern Boulevard (State 
Road 80), West Palm Beach, Florida. 


WEST PASCO COUNTY 

The Gulf Coast Amateur Radio Club is sponsoring ARRL/VEC exam sessions — novice 
through extra — on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Location is Adult 
Education Center, 1510 South Boulevard, New Port Richey. 

Walk-ins accepted on a materials available basis. Pre-registration strongly advised. 
_, Bring: (1) original and photocopy of current amateur radio license, (2) positive 
identification, (3) check for $4.75 payable to ARRL/ VEC (no fee for novice exam), and (4) 
original and photocopy of any CSCE for code or written elements. Form 610 will be fur- 
nished. Talk-in on 146.67 (Tx-600). 


Contacis are: Fred, AA4FG, (813) 849-1334; and Ralph, W2GLW, (813) 842-8351. 


FREE FLEA ¢e FREE FLEA ¢ FREE FLEA 
; FREE FLEA ¢ FREE FLEA 

The famous W4MAQ, Cy Harris Memorial Free Flea will be held 
on Saturday, March 4th with a rain date of Saturday, March 11th. 
Starting about 7:00 a.m. and lasting until y’all get tired. 

Same location, the east parking lot of the Motorola Corporation, 
which is on the southeast corner of University Drive and Sunrise 
Boulevard in Ft. Lauderdale. The east parking lot is the first stop 
light east of University on Sunrise Boulevard, turn south at that 
stop light and you are in the parking lot. 

The Motorola ARC will have coffee and doughnuts and then cold 
drinks and hot dogs for a nominal donation. 

Talk-in on 146.19/79. 

If you have any questions, please contact me, WD4NEA, Billy on 
146.31/91 repeater or in Hollywood at (305) 989-0509. See you there. 

—73 
FLORIDA BUILT TOWERS 

Aluma Tower’s new trailer tower models TM51-20 and TM-51-35 
are designed to carry heavy leads and be more stable. Gross load 
capacities are 2,000 pounds and 3,500 pounds, respectively. 

The trailers are fabricated from steel and then hot dipped gal- 
vanized; the super structure and crank-up towers are made from 
lightweight aluminum and can be supplied in heights from 30 to 100 
feet in various models to meet your specific requirements. 

The trailer tower units are used in communications, mobile base 
stations, surveillance, monitoring, meterology, air sampling, wind 
power evaluating and many other unique applications. 

Call or write for Catalog Number AT-16, Aluma Tower Com- 
pany, Inc., (407) 567-3423 or fax number (407) 567-3432; P.O. Box 
2806F'S, Vero Beach, Florida 32961-2806. 
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AMATEUR AUXILIARY OF THE 
F.C.C. FIELD OPERATIONS BUREAU 
AMATEUR AUXILIARY COORDINATOR 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
4190 Malden Drive, Sarasota, Florida 34241 
00 CORNER ¢ THERE IS A DIFFERENCE 


There seems to be a lot of confusion concerning the role and- 


authority of the amateur auxiliary in amateur community. I will 
try to answer some of those questions. 

The Amateur Auxiliary of the FCC Field Operations Bureau is 
operated under the guidance and control of the FCC Field 
Operations Bureau. 

The Amateur Auxiliary of the ARRL is operated under the 
guidance and control of the American Radio Relay League. 

The primary role of the amateur auxiliary is to assist and help 
the general amateur community. We have no enforcement powers. 
We help by, notifying the amateur of an existing technical problem 
with his stations, or some infraction of the rules and regulations 
that he may be committing. 

The primary role of the Amateur Auxiliary Regional Monitoring, 
Station is notification of violations in the high frequency (1.8 to 30 
MHz) portion of the amateur bands. He is also responsible for the’ 
gathering of evidence for presentation to the FCC Regional: 
Monitoring Station, in cases which may require legal action. The: 
two monitoring stations work hand in glove with each other. His is 
primarily an FCC Field Operations Bureau role. 

Monitoring and evidence gathering of the higher frequencies, 
due to the normally short propagation distances, is the repon- 
sibility of the amateur auxiliary coordinator, and the amateur 
auxiliary members. Normally an ARRL and FCC Field Operations 
Bureau role. 

As can be seen from the above, the amateur auxiliary members 
can and do wear two hats. When requested by the FCC Field 
Operations Bureau, he wears his Amateur Auxiliary of the FCC 


next vacation 


Field Operations Bureau hat. He wears his ARRL hat during’ 
normal monitoring. 

When requested to investigate an alleged interference case be- 
tween amateur and neighbor, he is acting for the FCC. The primary 
role of helping the amateur is still in effect. He will check the 
amateur station to see if it meets the Technical Standards of Part 
97. If not he will recommend the necessary steps to take. If the 
stations is ‘‘clean’’ he will then verify the complaints problems, and 
recommend solutions. He is not allowed to work on the equipment, 
however, he may demonstrate solutions by the use of filters, etc. He 
then files a report of his findings to the FCC, for any action 
required. 

— 73, 
Eric Hogberg, W4TAH 


NEED SHARP CONSULTING TECH | 
_. IN VP5 | 


... five to 10 days per month to do ff 
routine maintenance four (100-watt) FM § 
Bcst stations, 32 ch cable TV system, 220 
and 450 repeaters, digital tone sequencing 


gear, multiple HF amateur stations. We 
supply air ticket, house and feed you, hand 
VP5 license. Only 85 minutes Miami on Pan 
Am. 

Salary range to $125.00 per day, all exp. 
paid. 

Write: VP5D, P.O. Box 100858, Ft. Laud- 
erdale, Florida 33310, (809) 946-4627. 


Build your Hamcation only minutes away 


from Florida’s main attractions! 


around the south- 


land’s most popular 
Hamfest, at the hub of 


and activity center in the east. 


| a ORANGE COUNTY CIVIC CENTER | 
(at INTERSTATE 4, EXIT 29) 
ARRL 


Northern Florida 
Section Convention 
April 7th, 8th, 9th 

—1989— 


NOW BIGGER & BETTER 
THAN EVER! 


Watch this space for more details next month! 


7x REGISTRATION x 
$6.00 Advance 


(Until March 15th) 


$8.00 at the door 
Children under 12 Free! 


* Disney World * EPCOT Center 
* Sea World * Wet n’ Wild * Water 
Mania * Boardwalk & Baseball 
* Church Street Station * Gatorland . 

Zoo 


* FREE PARKING. Tell attendant 
“Going to HAMCATION.” 


-* Continuous Forums Saturday 
and Sunday 


* FCC EXAMS Sunday at9:00 am 
*FREE Novice Exam - all others $4.00 

Form 610 provided. Register for exams on 
Saturday. Bring credits and license. 


EXPANDED INDOOR SWAP TABLES 
($25.00 for all three days) 
Commercial Exhibit Areas 


For General Information & Tickets - Registrants and Exhibitors contact: 


“C’mon down and enjoy 
our Southern Hospitality” 
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Hamcation Information @ P.O. Box 547811, Orlando, FL 32854 


ORLANDO HAMCATION & COMPUTER SHOW 
Sponsored by: Orlando Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 


Evrs AMATEUR Rapzio, Inc. 


1351 STATE ROAD 84 - ALLIGATOR ALLEY 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


DAYS 


PLEASE USE 
ALTERNATE 
ROUTES DURING 
1-95 
CONSTRUCTION 


THE LATEST IN HAM EQUIPMENT 
ALL NAME BRANDS 


LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


VISIT OUR USED GEAR DEPT 
EQUIPMENT SOLD ON CONSIGNMENT 


305 305 
525-0103 944-3383 
BROWARD DADE 
AMERICAN EXPRESS - MASTERCARD & VISA 
“SE HABLA ESPANOL’ 
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Biiami Springs, FL 33266. Normal mailing date 25th of each month. 
your cooperation. Editor. 


~ 


SELL: UHF Repeter duplexers, notch filter, C&S auto dial two 

(2 tone controllers. 40 watt amp G-6 antenna, excellent condition $400. 
or best offer. Julio Cabrera KI41R, 696 East 52 St., Hialeah FL 33013 
305 Days 885-2455 nights 688-7882. 


[FOR SALE: Kenwood TS930S in mint condition $1,100 FIRM. Joe 
Gonzalez NK4L, 9035 SW 36th St., Miami, FL 33165 305 651-1414. 
pe BN a le Se 
WANTED: CALL BOOKS, Geographical and Alphabetical. Ray Shigley 
K4LW, 13821 N.E. Miami Ct., Miami, FL 33161 305 681-8498. 
ee ee ee a ee 
WANTED: VACUUM TUBE TRANSMITTERS, receivers and trans- 
ceivers to replace destroyed equipment of Armenian amateur radio 
clubs. Contact Chuck Sheffer, KJ4TY, P. O. Box 657, Apalchicaloa, 
FL 32320 904 653-9251. 


SALE: ALPHA-77 factory reconditioned including new tube, 10 
thru 160 meters $2250.00. Leader 250 MHz commercial grade freq- 
uency counter $125. Larry Weaver KB9V, P.O. Box 1415, Citrus 
Springs, FL 32630 904 489-6465. 


PROCRATINATION IS THE GRAVE IN WHICH OPPORTUNITY 
IS BARRIED.... tks W4ZGG. 


FOR SALE: ~ | COM 701 transceiver 10 thru 160 meters with IC- 
701PS and desk mike $350. ICOM IC-AT-500 automatic antenna tuner 
10 thru 160 $350. D-104 mike $25., John Finley N4SPL, 19435 East 
Lake Dr., Miami, FL 33015 305 556-0862 after 5 PM. 


SALE: 60 foot aluminum crank up, tower $200. Beam Hy-Gain 204B 
20 mono $150. Beam TH3JR Hy-Gain $100. Beam TH6 Hy-Gain 
needs work $100. Beam Telrex 326 20M 3EL mono needs work 
$100. Beam Hy-Gain 402BA 40M 2EL mono $150. Rohn 25 fold- 
over hinge plus boom section for 50 to 70 ft. foldover $150. 2 rotors 
Ham I $75. each Tom Mannix WA4YLD, P. O, Box 6296, Hollywood, 
FL 33081 205 791-9247 nites. 
eee eee eee 
WANTED: Need badly CW traffic men in FOLLOWING TOWN ON THE 
FATOR NET. Daily 8:30 AM on 3651 KHz. Tampa, Orlando, Jackson- 
ville All Fla. Panhandle, and any other smaller Florida city. Net lasts 
only 20 to 25 minutes. Give us a try ! Don, N4ET, GN Mor. 
preci Nic Sali a A EE OS ee ee ee ee 
COMING SOON: Florida Skip is process of producing a 220 MHz 
repeater map. Much like our 2 and 440 maps. Same size but different 
color. Price will remain the same, .25 cents each with your SASE to 
Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. Watch for announcement next 


month. 
SS 


ee a ae 5 slick NED SEIS, 
SELL: KDK FM 2M Xevr No. 2015R with microprogramer scanner ana 
CES touch-tone mike. A-1 condx. Never used mobile. $100. Frank 
Nankin K4BNZ, 16558 N.E. 26 Ave., Miami, FL 33160 305 994-1908 

or 652-8456. 


COLLINS FACTORY MANUALS: 32S-3,312B-4 & 312B-5, 32S-1, 
136B-2 (Noise Blanker), 312B-4 and 312B-5, 30S-1, 62S-1, 75S-3 & 
75S-3A, 516F-2, 30L-1 $15. each post paid USA. Also 709E-1, 70E-15 
and 351D-1 $10. each plus $1. postage. Andy Clark W41YT, 41 Lenape 


Dr. Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 


Sell: Collins 75S3 3283 PS manual. $696. 12B4 console $125. Spkr $35. 
Prosser $85. KWM2 for BARTS $95. Heath HW101 $125. Heath 75 mtr 
SSB trans $85. Yaesu FRG7 $150. FT101 /95. Heath Scope $45. Ken- 
wood TR751 all mode 2M mint $475. Norman Polonsky W1TTT, 

164 Sandpiper Ave. R. P. Beach, Fl 33411 407 969-0899. 


WANTED: Portable tube tester, matched 6BJ6A tubes, Transmatch 
with rollar inductor, Ham magazines. Sell 1980 Callbook, 1982 Hints/ 
kinks. W.M. McDonald KB4UYH, 300 Tenth St. South Apt. 943, St 
Petersburg, FL 33705 813 894-5199. 2 


rene sD 
SELL: Equipment rack, complete with locking door, 19 inch rackrails, 
in the front, mid and the rear. 6 feet tall, 22 inches wide, 24 inches 
deep. $100. Transporrt available. Adam Wantuck WA4QQR, P.O. Box 
429, Margate, FL 33063. 305 752-8871. 


MOST OF US CAN RUN PRETTY WELL ALL DAY ON ONE GOOD 
COMPLIMENT.... viaW4ZGG... 

a 
WANTED: Heathkit Antenna Impedance meter AM-1 $10. WANTED: 
AZDEN 300. SELL ALSO: Heathkit RF & SWR Bridge $10. Heathkit 
Condenser checker C-3 $25. Plus shipping. Leonard Jezorek W4LC, 20 
Celestial Way, Juno Beach, FL 33408. (No phone no. given.) 


SELL: 220 MHz repeater, Clegg System. complete system with remote 
control, 3 channel controller. You supply antenna plug in and on the 
air. Transport can be arranged $1800. Adam Wantuck WA4QQR PO Box’ 
529, Margate, FL 33063 305 752-8871. 


SELL: KLM 40M3 beam, never assembled, will deliver south florida 
$450. Tektronix scope camera model C12. Like new, 2 doors and 
accessories in styrofoam shipping case $60. U-Ship. Rene Shaw WB4- 
MJE, P.O. Box 1, Big Pine Key, FL 33043 305 872-9400. 


SELL: Broadcasters parts. 3 1/8 inch Unequell, 50 ohm elbows. Com- 
plete with swivel flanges on each end. Have 2 $100. Each. OPERTUNITY: 
If you are looking for a tower to put up or know of a company that 

wants to put a tower but dont like the cost, lets join forces. | owna 
self-support tower that needs a home. Lets find a home. Cut your 

costs. Room to grow and meet the needs. Prefer Broward county. Adam 
Wantuck WA4Q0OR, P. O. Box 429, Margate, FL 33063 305 752-8871. 


| TOLD MY PSYCHIATRIST | KEPT HALLUCINATING | WAS 
MICKY MOUSE. HE SAID | WAS HAVING DISNEY SPELLS..... 
ae ET cL 
SELL: Metal eleven foot satellite dish with actuator. You help disassemble 
and move. $100. Bert Kelley AA4FB, 2307 S. Clark Ave., Tampa, FL 
33629 813 254-2767. 


SUPERFAST MORSE CODE SUPEREASY. Subliminal cassette. $10. 
LEARN MORSE CODE IN 1 HOUR. Amazing new supereasy techn- 
ique. $10. Both $17. WRITTEN EXAMS SUPEREASY. Memory aids 
from psychologist/engineer cut studytime 50%. Novice, Tech, Gen: 

$7. each. Advanced, extra% $12. each. Moneyback guarantee. Free 
cata log. SASE. Bahr KB4WIT, 2535-P4 Marietta, Palmbay, FL 32905. 


FREE FREE -- 5 element Cuschcraft 6 meter beam. For perticulars 

please call me at address as follows: Don McKenzie WA4ZRX, 5860 - 46th 
Ave. North, St. Petersburg; . 33709 813 544-2629 (Local area calls 
only please.) 


SELL: 40 foot Trisato free standing, tilt-over with crank up mast, with 
kenpro model KR-600 rotor, 3 el Cushcraft A-3 cables, coax included. 
Also 2 mtr 7 el. beam. Joe Michaels W4DDV, 711 SE 6th Terr., Pompano 
Beach, FL 33060 305-781-5583. 


FOR’ SALE OR TRADE: INFO-TECK ASR500 teletype c.w. and 
ASCCI converter with keyboard and Sanyo 11” monitor (no computer 
need). Cost $1400. new, asking $450. or TRADE for Kenwood R-2000. 
Don McKenzie WA4ZRX, 5860 - 46th Ave. No., St. Petersbirg. FL 33709 
813 544-2629. 


A CONSULTANT !S A MAN WHO KNOWS LESS ABOUT YOUR BUS- 
INESS THAN YOU DO AND GETS PAID MORE FOR TELLING YOU 
HOW TO RUN IT THAN YOU COULD POSSIBLE MAKE OUT OF IT 
EVEN IF YOU RAN IT RIGHT INSTEAD OF THE WAY HE TOLD YOU: 
tks W4ZGG 


FOR SALE: Yaesu FTDX 570 with external speech processor and man- 
ual $200. LNW TEAM CP/M Computer with drives, monitor, RTTY TU 
and RTTY programs $200. Various floppy drives $25. each. Call Peter 
Habermann DJ4SU/W4 6640 Arbor Dr., Miramar, FL 33023 305 - 
989-4942. ‘ 


SELL: B&K sixtyone Hundred transmitter $75. 200 watt home brew 
813 amp $100. WANT: 2122 tubes reasonable. Dennis Hastie AA4JI, 
2904 97th Ave., E., Parrish, FL 34219 813 776-2072. 


FOR SALE: YAESU FT-757 with 757-HD power supply. Just back from 
factory for up dates and check up with cartons and manuals $700.00 
John Walters W4LEW, 1416 Smith Dr., Titusville, FL 32780 407 267-2694. 


FOR SALE: WILSON TT-45 tilt over, crank up tower $350. Crown 
ROM 116 and FSK 500 (RTTR for TRS model 3) $200. Jerry Laur 
N4ETJ, 260 Riverside Dr., Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410 407 
694-7963 after 5 PM. 


Married daughter: ‘’ Yes, | know mom, but dad could be doing a lot 
worse things than sitting in there talking on the radio..... Tks. WA4CSQ. 


WANTED: COLLINS equipment, KWM-2/2A, S-Line, 30L1- 30S-1 
KWM-380 accy’s mics, cables, manuals, etc., also Ten-Tec Paragon, 
Corsair 1/11, Omni ‘C’ Triton 1V, Argonaut 509/515 and accy’s Sony 
2010 revr. Garry Murp AF4S. P. O. Box 1762, Apopka, FL 32704 
407 889-4867. 


SALE: TOWER, hot-dip galvanized 40 ft. bottom hinged, wall braces 
with winch $450. Wilson SY-33 tri-band beam with coax and manual: 
5. C-D rotator with indicator and cable $75. Al Wilcox W4ELR, 

3735 SW 58th Ave., Miami, FL 33156 305 661-7283. 


FOR SALE: Kenwood 3600 UHF H.T. with rubber duck drop in desk - 

charger, extra battery with P.L. and leatherette case $275. plus UPS. 

Ed Kane, K4MAS, 621 SW 44th Ct., Miami, FL 33134 305 443-4348. 
nse 


SELL: DRAKE T-4XB + AC4 power supply $185. Want Noise Blanker 
for Drake R-4C. Henry Luhrman W4PZV, 1411 Carandis Circle, Lake 
Clarke Shores, FL 33406 407 582-9025. 


Childerhood is the time of life when you make funny faces in the mirror. 
Middle age is the time of life when the mirror gets even... K1GGF... 


SS 
NEED TUBES ??? Have huge inventory. Call evenings for price quotes. 
Also buy tubes. Dick Gross N1BGL, 3089 Deltona Bivd., Spring Hill, 

FL 34606 904 688-2374. 


SELL: COLLINS R-388 continous coverage revr. Looks like new. Works 
like new. Xtra set tubes. Dale Hoornstra K4OLU, 2621 Carpenter PI., 
Leesburg, FL 32748 904 326-4262. 


WANTED: Someone in the Pompano Area who can covert a CB radio to 
10 meters. Dr. V. J. Saetta N4IJN, 500 Saetta Road, Pompano Beach, FL 
33064. 305 946-2622. 


MOST OF US CAN KEEP A SECRET. IT’S THE PEOPLE WE TELL IT 
TO THAT CAN'T. 


WANTED: CABINET for Collins 51S-1, single-paddle PADDLE KEY, 
Antenna coax switch, low-pass filter. Dick Keller KF4NS, 1700 52 
Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33714 813 527-1331. 


HEATKIT 10 MHz dual-Trace scope, model io-4550 with all probes, IG- 
4505 O’Scope calibrator, IM-5228 VTVM. IMA-100-11 high voltage 
prove. All mint with manuals. Must demonstrate. No shipping, cash only 
$200. for all. Jim Estep NW4Z, 798 Royal Palm Dr., Kissimmee, FL 
32743 407-348-4342. 


TOWER: E Z WAY 50 foot crank-up, galvanized steel tower, tilt-base, 
house wall brackets. $395. You take down. Hugh S. Unger, MD WB4UHN 
20425 NE 20th Ct., North Miami, Beach, FL 305 932-3988 home 
947-3421 office. 


Large Color TV: RCA-XL-100 25 inch VHF/UHF TV receiver. Solid 
state. Can also be used as COLOR MONITOR. Excellent picture. No 
Ship. $99. Hallicrafters TO Electronic Keyer, perfect, clean condx 
with manual. 5 to 55 WPM. $30. Home bult electronic keyer in 5X5X7 
Black box $12. with 120 VAC power supply bullt in supply. Plus UPS. 
Andy Clark W4lYT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 - 
888-3874. 


FOR SALE: DRAKE R-4, T4X, MS-4, Mike 444, WV4 Wattmeter, John- 
son phone patch with manuals and spare finals $295. Also have Azden 
PCS 4000 and ICOM 740. Joe Menard N41ZQ, 12440 NW 19th Ave. 
Miami, FL 33167 305 688-2943 after 3 PM. 


EVERY DAD SHOULD REMEMBER THAT ONE DAY HIS SON WILL 
FOLLOW HIS EXAMPLE INSTEAD OF HIS ADVICE !: 


WANTED: All band moble, 100 watt transceiver. Summit Chase. Nick 
te dip W4D LX, 8411 NW 8th St. Apt. 403, Miami, FL 33126 305 
262-6011. 


ANTENNA TUNER. Collins 180-1, 10,000 W. SSB PEP or 5000 
W. CW. Used for tuning impedances below 25 Ohms from 2 to 
2.6 MHz. The 180Y-1 is manually operated T-network whitch 
will match a 52 ohm Xmtr output to a 52 Ohm coax antenna. 
Demensions 11 5/8 high by 7 inches wide by 16 11/16” deep. 
Weight 23.5 Ibs. Selections of 3 bands from 2 to 30 Mhc. $150. 
Andy Clark W4!1YT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 
305 888-3874. 


HOW EMPTY IS THE LIFE THAT IS FILLED WITH NOTHING 
BUT THINGS! ...via W4Z2GG 


NOt (Gre Have you checked your FCC license lately? | not 
check it out now! If you need FCC 610 forms send a SASE No. 
10 (10 inches) to FLORIDA SKIP box 501, Miami Springs, FL 
33266 for one today. Have a new supply from Miami FCC. 


THE NUMBER OF LUCKY BREAKS WE GET IN LIFE IS NOT AS 
IMPORTANT AS WHAT WE DO WITH THEM... Tks W16GP... 


FOR SALE: ICOM 1C761 4 mo. old, mint condx. $1800. Kenwood 
TS820S/CW fitr, mint condx. $450. Drake TR3/RV3 wdPS& SPKR 
combo (good condx) $150. Cushcraft ATV4 vert. ant. good condx 
$40. Butternut 2V vert, good condx $50. Amtor, CW , RTTY system 
consisting of (VIC 20, remote tape player; KA CP100 comp. patch, 
Hamsoft Amtor sofeware, extender board, 8K RAM cartridge, super 
Grapher printer interface, Video modulator, interfacing hook ups, 
manuals and instructions plus extra software. This system is complete. 
Just add TV. Mint condx. $250. John Fields K9RIK, 751 White Cloud 
St. SW Palm Bay, FL 32908 407 951-9122. 


COMPLETE HF STATION. Kenwood TS530S with CW filter, PC-1 
phone patch, MC-50 mike, Heath SB-201 linear, SA-2060 antenna tuner, 
HN-31 dummy load, B&W low pass filter, Rohn 37 ft. free-standing 
tower with Hustler 3TBA 20-15-10 beam, Butternut HF6V vertical, 
Alliance Tenna-Rotor,. Package only. Must demonstrate. No shipping, 
cash only. All manuals and boxes. EVertything absolutely mint $1400. 
Jim Ested NW4Z, kissimmee, FL 32743 407 348-4342. 


LIFE HAS NO SMOOTH ROAD FOR ANY OF US. AS WE GO DOWN 
IT. WE NEED TO REMEMBER THAT HAPPINESS IS THE TALENT 
WE DEVELOP. NOT AN OBJECT WE SEE ! | 


FOR SALE: (2) Scientific Atlanta 6602 video receivers. (1) Drake 
SA-24 stereo adapter. (1) Realistic TV-100 teereo TV receiver (SCPC) 
(2) 6 ft. spun aluminum dishes and ring mounts. (1) 4 ft. spun aluminum 
dish. (1) 12 ft..newer assembled hastings model 12-PF aluminum 24 
patal dish. Mount and all hardware. (1) LNA Feedhorn and hardware. 
Reasonable or best offer. Brandon Gerber AF8R, 2051 Brendla Rd., 
Clearwater, FL 34615 week days 813 384-7808. 


FOR SALE: KENWOOD 2 meter FM mobile transceiver TM-221A in 
original carton $300. Jack Cordover K4JKN, 2200 S. Ocean Lane, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33316 305 523-7030. 


REGENCY SCANNER, M-100, freq range 30-50, 144-174, 440-512 MHz. 
12 or 120 volts. Manual. Mint, must demonstrate. No shipping, cash only. 
$100. Jim Estep, NW4Z, Kissimmee, FL 32743, 407-348-4342. 


SELL: DRAKE TR-7 with FA-7 fan, 1.8 Kh SSB and 500 cycle filters. 
PS-7 power supply with fan. Perfect condition $550. Elmer Larson K2TU 
1131 Abigail DR’’ Deltona, FL 32725 407-574-4385. 


WANTED: TOWER, 40 ft plus, tilt-over, crank up with or without beam 
and rotator. Frank Miley WA4SYH, 3711 Thomasville Road, Tallahassee 
FL 32308 904 668-1633. Leave message. Will pick up.. 


IT SEEMS THE NEIGHBOR'S BOY JUST CAN'T WIN. HE WAS 
KICKED OUT OF PAROCHIAL SCHOOL FOR SWEARING AND OUT 
OF PUBLIC SCHOOL FOR PRAYING.... tks W4ZGG. 


BUYING ELECTRONIC TUBES: Collins 75A4, S Line, KWM-1, KWM2 
etc. Wanted quotes on H.F. mobile Yeasu, |COM,.or Kenwood, best 
pricce. Advise cash, M.O. Milt Levy WSQJT 7600 BlancoR @., San 
Antonio, TX No. 107, 78612 512 341-9549. 


MICAD SUPER AND REGULAR BATTERY PACS FOR ICOM, 
Kenwood, Yaesu. 500 Ma - 2000 Ma. Gordon West code and theory 
tapes, books. Florida Nicad Specialties, 21224 Quesada, Port Charlotte, 
FL 33952 1-800-666-4223 813 629-0890. 
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and follow through with the corrections in the next directory. 

At this time, the FRC is continuing to put together the agenda 
for the annual FRC meeting for the Orlando Hamfest. For your 
calendar, set the date for Saturday the eighth of April, for the 
meeting. The time is not known at this time. When you arrive at 
Orlando, consult the Hamfest Flier for more information. 

In January, the FRC set up the listing for the new packet 
channels, in the 220 MHz band, statewide. The 220.570 MHz +/- 50 
KHz wideband will remain in place if or when the 220-222 MHz 
section will leave the amateur radio service. The 100 KHz channel 
will not be replaced. The three narrowband channels have been 
replaced with five narrowband channels and will read in the 
directory as follows: 223.400, 223.420, 223.440, 223.460 and 223.480 
MHz. 

A notation to the 220 MHz packer users: please steer clear of the 
223.500 MHz as that is the FM National Simplex Calling Channel. 
Please maintain the packet traffic to the assigned packet channels. 

In the 33 C.M. band (902-928 MHz) there are 15 channels set aside 
for packet traffic. Five channels are set up for the 100 KHz wide- 
band operation and the other 10 channels are for 20 KHz channel 
operation. FADCA will be receiving a list from the FRC advising of 
the frequencies, and probably sent out to the packet users via net 
operation. 

The equipment for the 23 C.M. band (1240-1300 MHz) is more 
readily available and the FRC has also set up statewide packet 
channels in that spectrum. 

The FRC uses a different band plan in the 23 C.M. spectrum as 
compared to the ARRL plan in the repeater directory. However, 
the top of the band above the 1296 MHz SSB area in the 1298 MHz 
region is regarded as the digital emissions portion, as well as 
others in the spectrum. The FRC set up 10, 20 KHz narrowband 
channels and four, 100 KHz wideband channels for the packet 
operation. 

If you’re a packet operator, but don’t have the packet layout by 
mid-March, contact the coordinator for the information up-date. 
When the Orlando meeting takes place, there will be some changes 
in the agenda. Among them will be the filling of three coordinators 
for the State of Florida. Yes, I said three. 

For the past four months, I’ve found the workload quite over- 
whelming; in order to stay on top of all the needs from the mem- 
bership. In January, I submitted a suggestion to the FRC President 
that when the new coordinators are appointed, the bands be divided 
up one more time. 

My recommendation was that coordinators be set up to handle 
the following bands. One for the 10-meter and two-meter, the 
second for the six-meter and 440 MHz (70 C.M.) band and the third 
for the 220, 900, 1200 and micro bands. 

With the traffic continuing to come in, there will be adequate 
coordinators to handle the traffic with little time for delay and a 
litte room for breathing. It does take time for proper coordination. 

At the Orlando meeting I will be stepping down as Frequency 
Coordinator for the Florida Repeater Council. Just simply, five 
years is quite enough. However, I’ll be available to help direct 
some of the band action concerning changes. I believe the 900 and 
the 1200 spectrum will see more changes. It will be very important 
to watch the proposals and evaluate them to see how the changes 
will effect the users for the bands. The 220 band is no exception. 

The FRC has seen many proposals for the reconstruction of the 
222-225 MHz. The repeater portion will remain the same, but the 
lower portion of 222.400 is very tight. It’s my recommendation that 
we watch the other coordinating bodies across the nation and see if 
something useful merges to the surface before the FRC has to 
create a new version for the 220 MHz users/operators. 

As new events take place at FRC, we’ll place them in the Skip to 
keep you informed. Until then, thanks for your time, and all go 
safely. , 

Respectfully submitted, 
Adam Wantuck, WA4QQR 
FRC All-Band Coordinator 
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The Gabby Group Net - 147.55 FM Sun. 9 AM & Wed. 8 PM. Lto R: 
In the St. Pete area. WB4NTY, Claud; WB4FCL, Art; K2ZJR, Jim; K4- 
HRV, Norm; N4QYR, Mel; WA4WKO, Hank; WSSUS, John; K2QDL, 
Bob and W1UJM. Fun and topics on anything! Simplex! Photo WB4NTY. 


WILLIAM J. HALLIGAN, W9AC/W4AK 
Submitted By John T. Marshall, Miami 

On December 8, 1988, amateur radio should honor one of the 
famous men in ham radio — I speak of William J. Halligan 
W9AC/W4AK. Bill Halligan was the manufacturer of the 
Hallicrafter receivers and transmitters used by amateurs and 
members of the armed forces in World War II. 

Bill got his first license in 1914 and lived in Charlestown, near 
the Boston Navy Yard. He learned code from the Navy ships, soon 
got his ticket. In 1916 he got his commercial ticket. Bill enlisted in 
the Navy and saw duty on the mine layer U.S.S. Canovicus as 
“Sparks.”’ 

Back in Boston after his Navy hitch, he opened a small store 
called the Radio Shack. Later he moved to Chicago and opened a 
small manufacturing plant making H.F. receivers and tran- 
smitters. The plant grew in later years. 

Just before the start of World War II the U.S. Government 
bought Bill’s station and moved it to Hawaii and it was from this 
station the world learned of the bombing of Pearl Harbor; 
December 7, 1941. 

After World War II Bill continued to manufacture equipment for 
the military as well as the amateurs. Later Hallicrafter was sold to 
Northrop. 

Bill since retired and now lives at 10225 Collins Avenue, Miami 
Beach, Florida. He is still active in ham radio, working voice and 
C.W. on 20 meters. 

Mr. Halligan is a Fellow of the IEEE, life member of the Radio 
Club of America, the QCWA, ARRL and Antique Wireless 
Association. Recently, he was awarded the Sarnoff Citation by the 
Radio Club of America. 

We salute William Halligan, W9AC/W4AK on his 90th birthday. 


LOOK AGAIN 
Look at the top line of your mailing label. This is 
your ONLY REMINDER WHEN YOUR SUBSCRIP- — 
TION RUNS OUT! You can renew ANYTIME before 
experation date and our computer will automatically 
“ADD ON” from that date. It is just like putting 


money in the bank. We take renewals for one, two or 
three years, if you so desire. 

So it’s up to you to watch that top line. If you miss, 
the computer will automatically skip over your ad- 
dress when printing mailing labels. 

Thanks for your cooperation in this important mat- 


ter. —73, Editor 


